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V.VHAT IS HOUSING INTENSIFICATION? 

In .Metro Toronto a program of housing intensification means that we would increase 
the number of housing units within tt,e existing boundaries of the Metr� area. Instead of 
responding to ·the need for additional housing by adding to our already sprawling 
suburbs� we would create more housing within the ·existing neighbourhoods of the city. 
T hese ·might be commercial, residential or old industri�I neighbourhoods. 

Housing Intensification can take the follo�i-ng f�rms: 

A �ixed use. A greater degree of mixed use in. main street areas means that in 
commercia! and business areas there would ·be a strange� residential �lement. Many of. 
our main street areas are already like this, with commercial uses on the gro.und floor 
and people l iving ·on the f loors above.- Many more dwelling units could be 
accommodated on our existing main streets . 

.ta Infill. Plenty of land in Metro Toronto is not being used effi�iently, if at all. For 
example, there-is old industrial 1a·nd which is now vacant. This land can often be used 
for housing. New buildings can also �� built in and around existing buildings. For 
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instance, h�using can be built in. back alleyways or laneways_ or in other space_s that are 
not b�ing efficiently used. 

ti Convers·io.ns. The number of housing units can be increased by. converting existing 
buildings. One. way of doing- this is by converting large old houses to contain several 
smaller· units. Another way is to convert buildings· of another use in.to residential 
buildi·ngs. For. example, an old warehouse .building could be converted into an 
apartment. building. Or it could be converted into a building that accommodates both 
residential and commercial functions. 

II Ho�esharing. Many people on lower incomes can benefit from hom.esharing. 
Students and younger ,people often find that �haring a house or an apartment is the 
only way tt)at they can cope with the cost of accommodation. Some homeowners who 
share part of their house·with another person find ttiat not only do they get the financial 
benefit of a- rental income but that they also have security, companionship and maybe 
some· assistance with household chores. 

II Accessory Apartments. This is probably the most controversial a�pect- of housing 
intensification. Accessory apartments are additional apartJ!lents created· within private 
homes. Very often they are basement apartment�, c;1lthough this is not always the case. 
In most parts of Metro, except in the City of Toronto; accessory apartments ar� illegal. 
The provincial government has_ recently tabled legislation which would permit and 
-regulate .accessory apartments.






















