A Tribute to John Colman

Friends and colleagues of the late John Colman meet on March 18, 2011, in the Miller
Lash House, a century-old building, which serves as a conference centre on the campus
of the University of Toronto Scarborough (as Scarborough College is now called).

Prof. Eleanor Irwin welcomed everyone. She came to UTSC in 1968 and knew and
admired John as a presence in the Faculty Lounge and on the campus.

Principal Franco Vaccarino and Dean Rick Halpern both participated.

Prof. Ron Manzer, who had been John’s colleague in Political Science from 1965, spoke
about John’s teaching. He described two lectures which he remembered: one given to
non-specialists and one given to graduate students and faculty, to illustrate John’s ability
to understand and communicate with very different audiences. (Ron was also Assistant
Dean for two years when John was Dean).

Prof. Joan Foley, Principal at UTSC 1976-84, had asked John to be Acting Principal
while she was on leave 1980-1. (Joan became Vice-President and Provost of the
University of Toronto and is now, in retirement, Ombudsperson). Joan described John’s
leadership in integrating part-time students into university studies, as chair of a task force
and author of a report which changed the way the University of Toronto treated part-time
students.

Others spoke of their memories of John. Several mentioned John’s dignity and courtesy.
The Assistant Ombudsperson, who had been in John’s course in Political Science 31
years ago, remembered those lectures vividly. A colleague from Latin America spoke of
John’s warmth and the personal interest he took in someone new to Canada. There was
agreement that whether one was in conversation with John or sitting in one of his
lectures, one felt as if the conversation or the lecture was addressed to him or her alone.

The afternoon was a fitting tribute to one who shaped UTSC in its early years.



