Transcript

Interviewee: Judy Erola

Interviewer: Bronwyn Bragg

Date: August 28, 2008

Location: Lake Panache, Ontario

Judy: Well you were mentioning 94, yesterday I had my most senior aunts in, one is going to be 98 years old and Lisa is 88 she at the last minute canceled by my aunt Iona is 85. The whole family is just, the woman are, of course my mother was one of nine sisters so

Bronwyn: Any boys?

Judy: She had two brothers

Bronwyn: Eleven children

Judy: Yeah, from her and she, my mother who was the oldest of that clan had seven girls

Bronwyn: A family of women

Judy: Yes. Very opinionated and strong willed

Bronwyn: Seven women and seventeen opinions

Judy: Yeah, so when I encountered this resistance to anything, how could you possibly be a feminist you’re not part of our group, you didn’t, I was bewildered. Where did they get this idea that they owned the movement? It was alive and well in many parts of the country and Nelly McClung is the prime example, Nelly and her cohorts but Nelly was certainly the outstanding female of that group. It was interesting too because when they finally elected someone to the Senate it was Karine Wilson who was a total outsider. 
Bronwyn: Yeah, it’s so bizarre how that all works

Judy: Yeah while they obviously decided I’m going to vote someone safe in there, we’re not going to get into trouble, you know how that all works. But its interesting.

Bronwyn: IT is, and I always have found it odd because there’s sort of a perception, justifiably so on many levels but, Alberta is this very backward, conservative, and there are certainly backward and conservative elements

Judy: Well you can find that anywhere

Bronwyn: But there is also a type of egalitarianism or sense of everyone can do there bit, I don’t want to romanticize it but you didn’t discover this.
Judy: Well, exactly, you didn’t discover it. It existed where I was and that’s the way it was and as I said it came as a shock when I first came to Ottawa and encountered these people, you know, there are lots of other women in this country and you know the interesting this is, Nelly McClung knew you had to get the mainstream women involved and that was it when we fought for the equality clause. We weren’t going to get support across the country unless we had the Catholic Women’s League, unless we had the National Council of Women, unless we had well the B&P was always very strong but all of those groups in the country were the ones that I reached out to because I had connections to many of people anyway and one of the things that I used to get so annoyed with was the strongest feminist organization in this country as far as I’m concerned were the Women’s Institutes. My mother was a Women’s Institutor from way back. 

Bronwyn: This is something we need to discuss, Corinne mentioned this yesterday, she said there is one in Lively. 

Judy: There’s one here in Whitefish. In fact I think my neighbor is one of the executives now.

Bronwyn: Really, okay we have to get into this because I hadn’t heard of the Women’s Institutes until –

Judy: Well Nelly had too you see and the Women’s Institutes was the rural organization that networked all the women who lived in the far-reaches of the country. And the Women’s Institute did things in the community that nobody understood. I remember telling people that there the ones that organized the cemetery, got the library going, they were the people that built the cultural organizations, supported the schools and it was wonderful. And the Fall Fairs, I grew up with the Fall Fairs by the WI because we always called it the WI, had an incredible, I mean there was everything that you ever wanted to see at a Fall Fair. And then the Women’s Institute meetings were incredible because when it was your turn to have the meeting because the meetings were held in homes, the baking and the preparations went on for days, you know, and it was a feast. But they really talked business, they talked about important things and yet I never see that referred to in the history of the feminist movement at all. It really bothers me because I think we’re missing that thread that kept women together in the country. 
Bronwyn: And the country was not just cities, now it is becoming more so but

Judy: Now it is

Bronwyn: But it used to be much more of rural base

Judy: Oh yes. And the women were strong. And they established some very strong priorities in communities and offered women the kind of sisterhood that wouldn’t have been described that way at that time. But it did, didn’t you love Hilary’s comment the other night? The ‘sisterhood of the traveling pantsuit’ I loved it. Well of course I’ve been a Hilary fan for years and I was disappointed but she’s done brilliantly. She to me has been remarkable. Monique Begin and I as you probably know are very close friend and we saw her a couple years ago on television in Minnesota, we were vacationing somewhere in Florida and we happened to put it on and it was a live speech that she was doing and we both just sat there and said, oh my God she has to be the next president. 

Bronwyn: I admire so much her ability to rally right now and to do it in a way with so much grace.
Judy: Bill was good last night too, I’m not his biggest fan but he was good.

Bronwyn: I didn’t end up watching it but I heard it was very good.

Judy: And here in Sudbury there was such a strong network of women
Bronwyn: Yeah, it seems that way, I could be here for the rest of the project interviewing amazing women.

Judy: Oh and I would have never, never been elected without these women. There were some good men too, but

Bronwyn: strong

Judy: Some very strong women and they were women who knew how to get things done. You know? I always laugh because I had four, there were four candidates, three men and they really didn’t know what hit them because we were so organized and of course I was the secretary treasurer of the organization so I had all the lists

Bronwyn: How handy

Judy: Yeah, well the president is a nice position but he gives the orders to the secretary treasurer and you have access to all these people. But it was these women who were able to take the list, work the list, do the organization, get it all done. And these were all women who worked and in those days it was a good thing because they had access to typewriters and copiers and phone lines. So it was great. They just did it. 

Bronwyn: Yeah and that happens in Toronto too but there is something about the smaller communities and how they are able to rally. It is really remarkable.

Judy: Yeah, it really is. It really is. And they don’t practice feminism in the abstract. 
Bronwyn: No, it’s not a theoretical concept to be debated.

Judy: No, it’s put your money where your mouth is. And get out there and do and to this day my proudest moment was at my nomination convention and I walked into the hall and it was full, what 1200 people or something and it was supposed to be a bitter fight, you know how the media does all this, and I walked in and there was a captain in every row who would nod to me and I took it on the first ballot. It was no contest (laughs). Surprise! Says the media, surprise, surprise. No, not a surprise.
Bronwyn: Not a surprise, we just worked.

Judy: And that’s it, candidates come to me and say what do you have to do? You have to work. And you have to have your connections in your community really solid and isn’t something that you can’t stand up and say you’re going to be a candidate. The problem was that I probably lost my election because I was branded a feminist.
Bronwyn: really?

Judy: Well by that time I was looked upon in Ottawa as the Minister responsible for the Status of Women and I got things at the door that election saying things like, my son can’t get a job because all the girls are getting jobs. I mean stupidities like that that you couldn’t believe and it didn’t help that your opponents were bilking that.
Bronwyn: Anyway, I want to hear your story in full order but before that I will tell you that this recording, the archival project grew into a desire to collect oral histories which is so wonderful because it just is such an interesting format to watch the stories unroll in. I’ve been working on it since May and I will until October

Judy: Wow

Bronwyn: So I’ve been just soaking in this stuff

Judy: You’re not tired of it yet

Bronwyn: No, I tell everybody I have the best job in the world. So we’re doing interviews just in Ontario right now, we’re seeing the project just as a pilot or hopefully a model that other provinces and communities can use. The recordings will be available at the Canadian Women’s Movement Archives at the University of Ottawa.

Judy: Good; access to everyone then.

Bronwyn: Access to everyone and they will be available online.

Judy: Oh that’s great so that researchers can do that and we don’t have to start all over again.
Bronwyn: Exactly and the CWMA they have space available for the project and they’ve made room for us in the Archives.
Judy: Is that at the University of Ottawa? Well that’s where my stuff is going.

Bronwyn: Perfect. Because that archive has a lot of women’s history stuff so this will be a really, I think at the end of it we’re going to be donating somewhere between forty and fifty interviews. 
Judy: Oh wow! That’s a lot.

Bronwyn: It’s a lot. So there’s a part on the release form that I get you to sign at the end that you can restrict portions of it if you want and have people have been doing that but if there is something that you don’t want in the archives it’s just easier if we go off the record.
Judy: Oh hell no! I’m old enough (Laughs)

Bronwyn: (Laughs)That’s mostly what everybody has to say and recently Pat Hacker told me this expression of “fools rush in but they’re laggards compared with little old ladies with nothing left to lose” 

Judy: Its interesting because when I was in Cabinet one of my male colleagues said to me, he shook his head he said, fools rush in, I said, that’s me. Because what happens I think is that if you don’t have the courage to do what has to be done, then you loose everything. And if you weigh everything in terms of what is this going to do to me personally, politically, then you’re in trouble. And I heard that from one woman politician, she said, I want to keep my job. I said, I never looked upon that as a job; it was something that I had to do and whether or not someone was going to return me or not was, I wasn’t going to worry about that at the time. I was going to do what I had to do. 
Bronwyn: And thank goodness you guys did. 

15:58 – 16: 28 CUT
Bronwyn: So the way that I’ve been starting these is getting you to just, we’re very interested in the work that you did in the feminist movement and your work in government and all this but we’re also interested in what pulled you to feminism and you’ve talked about just growing up and so I would love to hear about your background and your history and how you got to feminism?
Judy: Oh where do you start? Well I grew up in Northern Ontario on a dairy farm, one of seven girls and I’ve been surrounded by fierce females my whole life so we grew up sort of knowing we could do whatever we wanted to do although money was very limited. My greatest regret was I could never go to university because there was no money and there was no university here at the time. Forget it, sending us to high school because we had to go into the city for high school and that cost money was as much as my family could afford. But having said that there were lots of opportunities because I went into broadcasting at the high school level. I became very, in high school I became a member of school council. My family I have to tell you were always involved in local politics too when you grow up in the country and I’m sure its true in Alberta; your dad took turn being the road commissioner, the reeve, it was one of those things that you had to do or school board trustee, that’s what they called them in those days, they still do some places. And so this is something you did, nobody ever got paid for it, you got a lot of flak but you had to do it. And there was always a good deal of political talk in my family. It was interesting because my grandfather was accused of being a communist he was on my mother’s side; he was one of the original organizers of the mine mill union here and then my other, my paternal grandfather. I don’t know if you’ve heard this story but there were the White Fins and the Red Fins who came over when they migrated to Canada and so one family was a White Fin family and one family was a Red Fin family. None of that was ever extremely important to us except that it made them all politically, because they were committed Canadians both, you know, you left your problems where you came from and you came to Canada to be Canadian and there was no more prouder Canadian than my mother and so but at the same time there is some political background to this that you know and you hear, you kind of absorb as a kid. When I was a little girl and my mother as describing someone, a man that was in her estimation not a very good man she would say, that man is a rasputin – Rasputin well of course she grew up where before she came to Canada, Rasputin was a political figure (laughs). So that’s the kind of, so when I look I say, so that’s the sort of hazy background that you kind of absorb as a kid. I remember one grandfather was the township constable and all he ever had was a hat (laughs) But so that we were always involved and during political campaigns everyone gathered at the local school and everybody went to hear the speeches and talked about. And one time, my parents who were farmers were staunch NDP, they were Bob Carlin fans at that time so that I was exposed to all kinds of politics. My uncle Charlie was a fervent Conservative, nobody was a Liberal, isn’t’ that interesting. So I came up the middle. Anyway I became involved in student politics and at the local radio station at that time they had a teen program for something and I went in as the delegate from Sudbury High and I came out and I was offered a job. So I worked for a couple of years and I did children’s program on the radio everyday, after school. And I was rich because I made I think it was $20 a week, which was a lot of money in those days, all my friends owed me money all the time. But so I became very involved in that and then after grade 12 I went right into radio stations and worked in radio and then television and we were the first commercial television to go on air in Canada; 1953. So actually I was one the first female to be on commercial television if you can imagine. It was a terrific education and training experience we worked like horses; we came into work at 7 o’clock in the morning and came home and fell into bed which is what you do in politics most of the time so it was incredible training for all of that.
Bronwyn: When did you first become aware of or experience gender inequality?

Judy: Oh, working. Oh yeah, and I remember one of my first really maddening experiences, I was promoted at the radio station and I was in the office and I was the only woman in that category and the man beside me said, whoa, they just increased the pension deduction on our cheque, and I said what pension deduction. And he said, well our pensions because all of us now are in the pension-scheme and I said well I’m not. So I went to see my boss and I said, why am I not in the pension plan and he said, oh well, you have a husband – by that time I was married – I said, does my husband come to work with me. No, I said; well put me on the goddamn pension plan, now. And they did. And there were all sorts of things like that and there were the big things like the pension plan and then the subtleties of, oh, you’re a woman and I’ll never forget I was in my early 20s and income tax did an audit on me, can you imagine? And they came in to audit and I said, why am I being audited? And I remember one of the auditors, the tax man saying, well a woman your age making that kind of money. Go figure. It was, was I doing something illegal but there was a red flag up there, someone had better look into this, she’s making money, better make sure, it was things like that that were so outrageous. But they collectively made you very angry after a while and then the whole point of, and I worked always, I didn’t intend to and my boss, one baby was three weeks old, Laurie and he phoned and he said you have to come back to work, no I don’t have to, yes you do, but I had to pay all my child care out of my after tax income there was no maternity leave, no maternity benefits, none of this existed for all of that time and I remember when I was fighting for these at politics at that level somebody said to me, well you managed. I said, of course I managed but that doesn’t mean that it’s right, this is something that is absolutely wrong. I remember also in Cabinet one day when we were fighting for the Canada Pension Plan and making women the joint-beneficiaries when they were married, anyway, I won’t go into the details of it but I was arguing as I usually was and Alan MacEachen looked at me and said, Judy, you mean women should have their own pension plans? 
Bronwyn: This was around when?

Judy: This was in the early 80s. It was you kept hitting little blockages like that all the way down and it was impossible to believe that these mindsets still existed and I’m sure they exist today, less and less so. So where did it start? It started back a long time ago.
Bronwyn: And you stayed in broadcasting TV here until…

Judy: Yeah, until I went into politics but that was interesting because the man who ran the radio station had run as a Liberal and not made it and but I had been involved in politics I had become involved in the mechanics of running and election which is something that a lot of people don’t understand. In fact when we were watching the convention last night and my grandson said, what are they doing, and I said you have to understand that conventions are like every other organization, there is a bureaucracy and procedures and technicalities that must be observed but that’s part of the game and democracy and people don’t understand that and you’ve got to get into it. And I’ve always been very, very upset when people are parachuted into a riding or are given a direct nomination without going through the convention process, I think it is so wrong. And I think that if women can’t get their own nomination they’re going to have a tough time in an election so they’ve got to fight their way through that system, that’s not to say they can’t build up and that’s why they’ve got to build the allies and the structure. Sometimes you have to be a little bit sneaky, yeah, I mean that’s what Nelly would have said to, she knew you had to be a little bit sneaky but knowing that behind the scenes there was a lot of political maneuvering

Bronwyn: Yeah, it’s not like you are the only one
Judy: Yeah, the boys were playing sneaky politics for a long time but they never admit it, you know and women had – women had to and have to – learn to do the same thing in their own way,  you know.

Bronwyn: Why did decide to go into politics. 
Judy: Well I had become in the organization and I was involved for a number of years and didn’t really want to go into politics because I was doing well in my job I had a couple of kids and I remember one year during the provincial election people had started to say why don’t you run and I said, don’t be silly and I remember Stuart, he was the Ontario Leader of the Liberal Party and Stuart called and said, will you run in the next election? And I said I’m flattered of course but no. And my husband was home and he said, who was that, and I told him and he said, well why don’t you? And I said because I don’t want to spend my life in Toronto because my kids were still in school and he said, well we could manage and I said, yeah but I couldn’t. And I sympathize with Nelly because she had this problem all her life of kids and anyway so I didn’t. But then election pressures built and my husband died very suddenly at 46 and 
Bronwyn: And you had two relatively young children?

Judy: Well by this time Laurie was in her first year at York and Kelly was in grade 13 at that time and the year after there was an election. And they said, Anita or somebody said, Jude, you’ve run out of excuses; you gotta run. And I said, alright, and everybody thought it was mission impossible because the NDP member was so firmly entrenched and I lost that first election, but by a very slim margin. And so we put that away and I went back to work and six months later there was another election. And I laugh because Jean Jacques Blair who from North Bay was in Cabinet at the time and I’d come to know him quite well and Jean Jacques phoned me and said watch tonight we’re bringing down the government that was the famous Joe Clark government. I said are you crazy? He said, no, no, coming down tonight. He said, get ready. I said, get ready for what? He said we’re going to have an election; you’re going to have to run again. And you’ve just exhausted yourself so anyway I watched and sure enough the government came down and then I think the phone rang until 3 o’clock that morning. We’re all set to go, we’re going again. All my network of friends and people and I said, well I don’t know. Well, and back we went and then we won that time. But it’s so much work; people don’t realize how much work it is. 
Bronwyn: Running or politics in general?

Judy: All of that and I’m not complaining but I think that people who think you can just do it and snap into it are deluding themselves. This is something. So I ran and won. And I was a little over a week; I’d gone to Ottawa and just found my way to the bathrooms as they say etc. And oh I have to say during that time my friend Monique Begin who I hadn’t known but came down to campaign for me. And she came off the airplane and I met her and we both burst out laughing. That was it; we’ve been friends for life ever since. So anyway, I went into Ottawa and she of course was delighted I’d won.

Bronwyn: I’m interviewing Monique in a few weeks.

Judy: Are you? Oh yeah. She came and I was in Cabinet, no I came back home for a week and of course the whole buzz in Ottawa after an election is whose going to be in Cabinet, whose going to be in Cabinet. All of which I found vastly amusing because there was this chit chat and everybody was staying close to the phones and not going back. And I went back to my constituency and I had gone to a hockey game the night before and I came home and my pipes were frozen because that was up at the lake here too and the phone rang and it was Mr. Trudeau. Good morning, Judy. And I said, good morning. He said, its Pierre Trudeau here. And I almost said, and I’m Santa Claus (laughs). But the voice is too distinctive. I said, oh good morning. And then he proposed that I come into Cabinet. My first impulse was to say, no. No really, I was going into parliament; I was raw; I had so much to do. And I said that to him, I said, I’m not prepared, I have so much to learn. He said, I’m fully aware of that, he said, I know that, so I am proposing that you come in as Secretary of State Mines and that you be attached to Marc Lalonde for the next couple of months so that you’ll learn the ropes. Well it was the smartest thing he could have done, because I was Marc’s apprentice really for about almost six months I was stuck to him like glue. And Marc was a master of the machinery of government and he knew everything that was going on. And I don’t know why they don’t do that more. Because how do you learn? When I look at some of the mistakes that Ministers make I think, how could you have done that? Didn’t anybody teach you anything? And Marc was wonderful and one day he said, okay, he said, you can go. No I can’t. Yes you can. And it was great. But that first three months was the toughest. I remember we’d be going to Cabinet meetings at 7 o’clock in the morning. I had gotten this apartment which was totally bare. It had a bed. And I hadn’t even been able to go out and get toilet paper. I’d steal toilet paper from the washroom to bring home (laughs) can you imagine? Because there was no time. But it was the best thing he could have done because to understand how Cabinet works, how all of the committees work is incredibly complicated for somebody who’s never been there. And without that kind of coaching I don’t think I’d have made it. And Mr. Trudeau was not the kind of man who hovered over you. 
Bronwyn: He wasn’t going to baby-step you

Judy: Are you kidding? Are you kidding? But he also wasn’t going to have you go in without any sort of learning and support program that I got. So that sort of sums up very quickly the political end of it and the beginning. 
Bronwyn: So you were the first head of Status of Women Canada were you not?

Judy: The first woman. 

Bronwyn: The first woman, right. Can you tell me a little about that?

Judy: Well I have to tell you first about my Cabinet fight because when I was thinking of Marc and Marc became a great mentor but within my first three months I had a big fight in Cabinet. Can you imagine? And that’s when my friend, who was it, it was Pierre what the heck was his name? Anyway what happened was one of things that I felt very strongly about coming into the election and part of my local platform that we could no longer take our raw resources and just send them off to someplace else because the processing created the jobs and one of the big problems that we had in the north was that this was happening. Well, the at the time the uranium mining was going full strength in Elliot Lake and the proposal had gone through by the Tories already that they were going to process this yellow cake, this uranium yellow cake in Port Hope in southern Ontario so they would be trucking, first of all trucking all this yellow cake across the country and I said, no you can build the processing here, we need that, in Blind River. Well, the bureaucracy and Marc were totally opposed because the decision had been made and they didn’t want to revisit this decision and one day and it had been simmering for a long time up at the Cabinet level and I was holding firm and I remember Mickey, the Deputy Minster came to see me, Deputy Minister of Mines and Resources took me out to lunch to pat me on the head and say, you’re a good girl Judy but the decision has been made. What he didn’t know is that I had talked to Mr. Trudeau directly the night before and Mr. Trudeau said we’ll put it on the Cabinet agenda and have another go at this. 
Bronwyn: Bad, bad, bad.

Judy: No, well what do you do? And part of the national platform was that we needed more processing in Canada that we weren’t going to ship off our natural resources it wasn’t just a local issue, but a national issue. But anyway, Mickey didn’t know that we were going to go back to that the next day. You’ve got to learn a few tricks as I say. So we went back the next day and it was a Friday he called the whole Cabinet back for this decision and nobody was happy because people like to leave Friday and everybody was sort of glowering at me and there was a knock’em-down-drag’em-out fight and I was fighting my mentor Marc Lalonde and the Prime Minister decided in my favour and said, yes, we have to build the plant up there, there is no question that’s where it belongs. And I was sort of stunned. I remember Jean Jacques came up to me quietly and said, good for you, stick to your guns. And I went to Monique after and I said, I feel bad, I should really go and apologize to Marc. No, she said, don’t do that, and besides, Marc will be over it by Monday morning, which he was. So that was my first, that was my first big win and it came early. So you develop some confidence. It’s not a question of saying, yes, yes, Mr. Prime Minister, yes, and you have to, and that is what you are elected to do. And if don’t then you get steamrolled over so why I say that is that’s where I sort of got my feet and said, okay, I can do it. And slowly, also, you begin to develop your allies within Cabinet and the people who were like-minded. It was interesting because there were some good men in that Cabinet too, some really good men. Lloyd Axeworthy is one of them and it always bothered me because when I took over the portfolio, Lloyd had been in so much trouble with, and Lloyd was so maligned, Lloyd’s a feminist, he is and he was just painted into a corner but I think his problem was he didn’t realize the strength of women in the country and how high feelings were running and of course his enemies capitalized on that and just made him some kind of a boogeyman and he wasn’t, he never was. But when that developed into such a mess and the Prime Minister came to me and asked if I would take over the portfolio, I said, let me think about it. And I remember we were at Meech Lake at a meeting and we went up to the washroom, Monique and I always caucused in the women’s washroom which was usually a very small cubicle.
Bronwyn: (laughs) I love it. It’s not like the boys haven’t been doing it for years.

Judy: Well exactly. And Monique said, don’t do it. I can remember her saying; don’t touch it with a ten foot pole. She had been offered this job as a woman and she wouldn’t take it. Because she said it was just one of those things where you put a woman in a corner and left her there and nothing happened. And she felt that my taking it was a political dead-end that it was not going to end well. But anyway I said, somebody’s got to do it. It’s going so badly and we want the equality clause in that Charter, it has to go in and unless we can change a lot of minds in this country and move on this politically, it ain’t going to happen. So I gulped and said I would. And I immediately faced this wall of opposition from the so called feminist movement; I was going to be a sacrificial lamb of some kind that they were throwing up to smoke screen how the whole thing, I mean I got it every which way. But then when I started to work on it and as I said I really worked on reaching out to the mainstream movement, not getting too upset about the criticism that I was getting. You have to keep your eye on the big picture: we want the Charter. It had to be there. It was a good thing we did that because that’s how we won finally in the end. It was the work that was done by these people was excellent, especially the work that was done in committee prior to having the Charter, the original clause in, it was fabulous, there was no question because I followed that very closely and thought it was great. And so that was a very tough, tough job, it was exhilarating but also exhausting because I traveled across the country meeting all kinds of women who I discovered all wanted that Charter. They didn’t get bogged down in feminist theory: we want an equality clause in the Charter plain and simple. So that went very well, very well relatively speaking.

Bronwyn: And were you able to work in conjunction with the Ad Hoc committee that was set up?

Judy: Oh yeah, but they were a bit resistant at first because I was still considered an outsider, I wasn’t one of them but they recognized that if this was going to happen they were going to have to swallow a bit of this and even if I wasn’t part of the Toronto feminist group and Ad Hoc committee as they knew it, I was on their side. Slowly they began to realize that. So everything started to work very nicely until the conference that took place, the famous night of the long knives. And I remember I was at a meeting in my office when they called, they’ve reached an agreement, you’ve got to come quickly to the conference centre, stand behind, you know that ritual photograph and they’re going to do it. So I ran over to do my duty, I was very happy because it was coming to a conclusion because the whole government and Cabinet had been obsessed with this for so long and so I went and I sat down in my allotted place and Eddie Goldenberg was on the other side of me and I said so let me see what they’ve agreed to. And that’s when they’d excised the equality clause. As far as I was concerned they’d excised it, they’d emasculated it so badly. I said well this is unacceptable and I got up to leave. And he held me. I wonder if he even remembers it but I remember but I thought you know like don’t make a scene this is not the time to leave. I was smoldering, I mean I was in such a rage, Bronwyn, I was so angry and I think anger is a great fuel if it’s in the right place at the right time. So there was a Cabinet meeting right after, I went into that Cabinet meeting, I was like a hornet. And I just sat down and everybody is in such a good mood, this is the end, you know, Jean Chrétien, is Jean Chrétien I have delivered the – don’t talk to me about him. Then I just said, this is unacceptable. And there was this dead silence I remember that, and everybody just looked at me and the Prime Minister who was always very cool as they say, well Judy, what’s so unacceptable? I said, we have just effectively said women are not equal. Well no, that’s not case. I said, yes, that’s what it is, unless the Charter states. He said, well it’s implicit. Implicit isn’t good enough, we want explicit, you know because I’d been hearing this for so long, it’s implicit.

Bronwyn: the words don’t matter,  
Judy: Yeah, yeah, they matter anyway. So it’s always funny because whenever there was a disagreement and when a Minister took on the Prime Minister everybody sort of – whoa boy, we’ve got a watch this, this is going to be full of very interesting. And don’t look for allies at that stage. Nobody’s going to run to your side. So anyway, we had a knock’em-down-drag’em-out fight and he wanted to, I remember him saying, I said it has to be reinstated and he said, but how can you do it? He said, we have agreed, we wanted it in but it’s the provinces, the provincial premiers who do not want the equality clause as explicit as this, they want to have the right to make it null and void. So anyway, finally he said, I said, well we have to change their minds! And he looked at me as though I had lost mine and I remember him saying, and how do you propose to do that, Judy? So I said we will go back, I remember I said, not me, we, I said the women of this country will go back and take on every premier. I don’t know where I got this but it was just, and I said, we will convince them that we have to go back to this. Well we can’t go public with that. Because here the Cabinet had agreed to it, Cabinet collegiality. He said, and if you fail…I said, if we fail, I resign. I remember saying there is no point being the Minister of the status of women if we have no status. Right? Anger is good. Anyway, he said, well, how long do you think – I remember I said, it won’t take long. Ten days it took. So, I agreed that I would keep my profile low that I wouldn’t make a public statement. So I went back to my office, called all the troops and told them what we had to do. And they were good. That’s where Pat Hacker and that gang were so good. And we used all my telephone lines and I called everybody I knew in the various provinces and all my allies and there people like Lucie Pepin who was so badly maligned in that argument, that makes me so angry, Lucie is such a strong feminist and she suffered the rest of her life because I think Doris Anderson called her the French poodle or something, it was nasty, but they were all good allies. They all went out. There were lots of women in the senate, and of course we had Flora MacDonald and Pauline Jewett who were totally non-partisan and I remember organizing and my deputy Minister was Maureen O’Neil. I don’t know if you’ve heard of Maureen?
Bronwyn: Yeah, I have her on my list.
Judy: I said Maureen, we’re going to use all our Status of Women lines and Maureen said, you can’t do that you’re politicizing the Office of the Status Women to use the phone lines. I said who cares? I said, throw me in prison after this, but we are going to use them. So the use of these lines both officially, and all the women, then they got together and they organized provincially. And each premier capitulated, I don’t think I slept for ten days, it was just awful. Anyway and then who was it? Oh yeah, there were some funny things that happened. They couldn’t find, John Buchanan who was then the Premier of Nova Scotia and he was of course and a Tory and I phoned Flora MacDonald and Flora said, I’ll find him, he used to take my sister out (laughs)
Bronwyn: This is the beauty of Canadian politics, because it’s so small.
Judy: So she tracked him down in New York where he was meeting some bond investment people and apparently harangued him forever until he said, okay, okay, okay. So it was full of little stories like that. And I remember this women from Newfoundland they said they didn’t even know where their legislature was but they found out and they marched. Because they marched in Saskatchewan, they marched in Newfoundland; they did all sorts of things. And one by one they fell. And of course by that time, Jean Chrétien and his officials realized that we were winning and they’d better be on the good side (laughs). Got it? So eventually as I said it was ten days we had them all and Jean Chrétien went into the House and made his big statement that the equality clause and of course took total credit for it. And we were up in my office, the whole crew and Pat Hacker was there I’m pretty sure at the time of feminists, and he came into my office, and they booed him. I kept saying, don’t do that, don’t do that. I mean we win graciously (laughs). And so we won, but it was a hellish ten days, absolute hell. But that again was another big win for women, but also for me because the more wins you have at the Cabinet level the more you win the respect of your fellow Ministers and they know you’re not going to back down for a fight. But there were good Ministers like Ed Lumley, remember the story about wife beating? I’ll never forget that, because I got into the House and again very angry and he came to me after –
Bronwyn: What was the story?

Judy: Well one of the members got up about somebody beating his wife, don’t you remember that? And an NDP member brought it up and a Tory member got up and made a crack about it? It was horrible and it was not funny and I was in a rage about that too. And I remember Ed coming up to me after and said, oh Judy, you are so right. He admitted to me that his father had beaten his mother. There were Lumley, Don Johnson and of course Monqiue. So there was a coterie of people, and you began to realize how Cabinet committees worked and how the bureaucracy worked and there were some fabulous women in the bureaucracy who just silently did some good things. I remember I was the, then I was promoted to a full Minister over in Consumer and Corporate Affairs, but I kept the – I always had double portfolios, go figure. But anyway, there was a group of women who had come to me to talk about the need for Women’s Studies at universities and the only way you could do this was by appointing Chairs to start these programs. And I agreed and so anyway the Cabinet papers were developed and they came before the Social Development Committee and Jean Chrétien was the head of that committee and the time and I presented the need for them and everybody was in lovely agreement and yes it’s a good thing, the old pat on the head, Judy, good girl. But it had to be funded and of course we had what we called in those days ‘auctions’ we through all these things in and there was a priority. Well we came to auction day and I knew I wasn’t going to get any money out of Mr. Chrétien on that one, or his officials. But in the meantime, my officials reminded me that a program I had killed; the Newspaper Bill, which was a bill that my predecessor had brought forward which was to me a totally unacceptable bill to control the newspapers of the country was what it boiled down to. And I said, no, and I think that’s why I got promoted because I had been so vehement in saying we can’t touch this. So, one of the reasons. So anyway, my official said to me, Minister, did you know there is some money, five million dollars - which is what I needed to fund this program to get this started - which is sitting in that kitty which is now available because they’re not going to use it? Oh, that’s very nice. So I went to Cabinet meeting and we went through the routine, well there isn’t any money. I said, excuse me, we found some money, and there was this dead silence. And I always know because the officials stand behind you and they’re supposed to know everything, and they missed it (laughs). So we got the Chairs of Women’s Studies, we got five Chairs across the country and that’s how it started. So that’s why I say, you have to have friends and develop your networks and get all sorts of things done which you wouldn’t know how if you didn’t know how the game was played. And the other thing was that you learned that the officials always put the Cabinet agenda together and they always put the things that they didn’t want to talk about at the end, because you’d run out of time. Well Lloyd was good because he’s be a Chair of a meeting, well let’s move this to the top of the agenda and you’d see them all go scrambling, like how the hell did this happen. But if you’re new to the game you don’t know and you don’t want to rock the boat until you know what direction the boat is going to go. So there were lots of little things that happened like that, that you couldn’t talk about at the time. You couldn’t go out and reveal how much opposition there was to some of this stuff because it would certainly be capitalized on by your political enemies but as I said now, it doesn’t matter. It’s over, it’s done. You can say what you want.
Bronwyn: Everybody’s writing their memoirs.

Judy: Yeah, well somebody said are you going to? I said, I don’t know. The older you get the freer you are to say these things because it is very tough in the early days to, well you can’t do it for Cabinet collegiality for one thing and Cabinet secrecy. You simply cannot and there is always that temptation to say you guys don’t know what you’re talking about and you can’t. Zip. Because if you want to get things done you have to be part of that Cabinet and you have to play according to the rules and you have to know how you can – not undermine the rules – but you use the rules to your benefit. And it’s, I think it’s something that women don’t always understand that it takes training to do it. I think more and more now women do. But it was certainly a new field? 
Bronwyn: Is that part of why you think so few women go into politics?

Judy: Maybe. I don’t know. I think more and more of them are being taught, well maybe not because I think a lot of young women of today have never really faced any of the problems that we did, so they don’t know a road block really until its smack in your face. I mean you have to learn early where the blocks are and maybe they’re not learning it early enough? I don’t know. I find that, my granddaughters for instance are very completely at ease within the world today in terms of what they can do. There’s no sense of an imbalance for them, but I worry about that a little because I think that still exists. But it was Michelle Obama, she quoted Hillary Clinton saying, there are how many cracks in that glass ceiling up there now, but I think it’s particularly tough because I see it in one of my daughters. The trouble with us is that we’re Scandinavians and very blond and that being a blond is always a disadvantage, a big disadvantage, it is.
Bronwyn: I know, I know, when I started this project I was telling somebody about it and he said, well, you don’t look like a feminist.
Judy: Well what does a feminist look like? I remember 
Bronwyn: Exactly, but they aren’t blond that’s for sure.

Judy: Yeah, I remember one woman called me a blond imperialist (laughs). Doesn’t it sound awful? A blond imperialist, I said, holy smokes. And that’s what I see sometime, one of my daughters, the one who’s a doctor, I can see someone patting her on the head, and I think, Mister, you don’t know what you just did to this little lady who’s made of steel. You’re not going to get away with this. I always say you don’t get mad you get even but being mad helps a little bit. So yeah, its an advantage I think to understand the underlying issues of feminism which is where the theoretical feminists are so strong. Where a lot of people don’t even see it, so I have a great respect and understanding for feminist theory but at the same time I don’t think you should be consumed by it because you lose the mainstream, you’ve got to always have the balance and keep it in context. Because when we were fighting the equality clause what I forgot to tell you, do you remember the group REAL Women? And there out there again.
Bronwyn: Remember? They’re still out there…

Judy: And they’re getting a lot of support. They were really gathering up steam when we were fighting and my great worry was that they were going to upset what I see as this victory that was coming our way. They were very powerful in their own way and I’m really concerned right now that they’re certainly stronger now than they had been for a long time and they were pretty potent at that time too. And that’s why I’m saying today that a great many women today do not understand how difficult the battle was and how we could lose it? Because I think there is still that possibility, nobody wants to touch the abortion issue and I hope they don’t but that whole concept of a ‘woman’s place’ is still alive and well within that movement and many others as well. I don’t think the battle is totally over.
Bronwyn: No? What do you think are the critical issues that are facing women?

Judy: Child care. Child care, child care, child care. I mean it was the battle I had when I was a working mother. I always remember one teacher, at parent-teacher interviews and this one woman said to me, oh your daughter is just a lovely student, she’s a lovely girl, and you work. You were almost the scarlet woman because you worked and what happened was because you worked you had to work twice as hard to make sure that your kid’s shoes were polished and that they went to school looking spit and polished so that they weren’t in a bad home, it was. No it was there and I think there is still some of that but less so. 
BREAK IN TAPE

Bronwyn: So to wrap up, the last couple questions are more your reflections of the feminist movement as such. The project is dealing with the second wave which is 1960 to 1990

Judy: which is what we were

Bronwyn: So what you think were the biggest successes of that movement and you sort of talked about what remains to be done, the critical issues

Judy: Well certainly from my point of view, the equality clause was the most important because without that foundation you couldn’t and with that foundation all the laws of the country had to adjust to that and that took some time. And to have it sort of sink into the psyche of the bureaucrats and policy makers was not easy. But that’s why it had to happen. Because if you didn’t have that, it was fundamental to changing the law and it was interesting because the issue of gays and lesbians and their rights would not have happened without that Charter. And I don’t think that they appreciate, well I shouldn’t say ‘they’ who are ‘they’? But I don’t think it is appreciated how far reaching that, the whole issue of equality has become in this country. It’s not just women it’s everybody. And I don’t think it’s much discussed. Have you found that? 
Bronwyn: No not really, not at all. There’s a sense of equality I don’t think it is particularly connected to that achievement 
Judy: But it is, the changing the law, changing that is far-reaching and we were just talking earlier is it reaching the immigrants in this country and are we getting to the young women in those immigrant communities? Because if we don’t get them when they’re young enough they will see themselves as powerless, and if you see yourself as powerless – you know one of the things that I have objected to all my life is woman as a victim, if you think you’re a victim, you are and I’ve no patience for that, I’ve never had any patience for that - and I think that that in a way could be happening to some of these girls who are coming into Canada from a culture that looks upon women as chattel still which they were very much in terms of the early days of Canada. So the work is not over. So I think we have, there is a great deal to do and I hope that the women who are in the legislature today, there seems to be, and I can’t define it as one person as many, but there seems to be in the legislature today, to declare yourself a feminist or to take up any of these issues is perhaps politically dangerous and I had one woman say to me, what you did was easy. She said it was easy for you; this was a woman politician who said this to me. I said, why? She said, well, you were able to do it because you were alone? Excuse me? It’s tougher when you are alone, when you’re surrounded by a sea of men. But these women seem to think that if they step out and talk about these issues they’re going to be branded somehow and lose mainstream support. I think that we have caucuses, women’s caucuses in parliament where they could move mountains. And I don’t really see that happening and that I think is the biggest challenges, I think something has to really happen again to trigger that, like child care. Why are we not doing more about it? I don’t understand that. Because all of the young women that I talk to today, and I come from a huge family, lots of nieces and nephews and young women who are very accomplished professionals whose biggest challenge is childcare and its okay if you’re a woman professional and your husband is a professional and you can afford Montessori but that’s not for most women. They can’t do that. So I often think that, and I think this is perhaps not very nice of me to say, those professional women who can afford Montessori sometime don’t give a damn about anybody else. And if you, if I hadn’t given a damn about the others, like maternity benefits and pensions, like Monique fought like hell like women and pensions when she was the Minister of Health and Welfare and of course I supported her, I mean that was her dossier. But these are things that they have forgotten and if you don’t care about other people and about other women, then you’re not going to change anything. That’s the challenge. I’ve got it made so.
Bronwyn: Where do you think feminism is in our country?

Judy: I think it’s a bad word in many, I think that worries me considerably because in many ways the, part of the feminist movement is to blame for it as well because I don’t think they’ve spoken up for mainstream Canadians like Nelly McClung and I would have said is, I always remember somebody talking to me in theory about equal pay for work of equal value which is a very different concept from equal pay for equal work and sometimes its very difficult for people to accept that but I think that unless you really understand all of that, then you don’t buy the feminist argument and I think that’s what’s happening to a large degree and I don’t think that the leading feminists have been good at expressing it either, that this means something to you as a woman. And until we get all of the women in the country, well I won’t say all, but the majority, thinking and demanding child care, we ain’t going to get it. And I don’t see that demand there except on an individual basis but not on a large collective basis and so it’s tough. It’s becoming almost a class battle, of the haves and the have-nots. And that’s what I feel we’ve paved the way for most of these professional young women but are they aware that there are lots of other women who are not in their position? And if you don’t give a damn…
Bronwyn: The second wave feminist movement is critiqued for in some ways for being a white women’s movement, predominantly upper middle class 
Judy: So it was Nelly McClung. 

Bronwyn: But that movement also worked to secure rights for…

Judy: Absolutely, it wasn’t securing rights for themselves so much because most of them were comfortable. When you look at the first wave, Nelly McClung they were quite comfortable, not rich but comfortable. And it was also true when we fought for the equality clause if you look at most of the women who fought were mainstream women, but where are those mainstream women today? And I guess what I’m saying is that the mainstream women of today have reached a far greater individual success and so it isn’t as important to them. Well some of course, but when you read the news paper. I get so tired of reading the newspapers and the consumer and babies are something that you decorate and have you seen this? Its all, I’ve almost given up getting a newspaper – which I never will because I’m a junkie – because all I ever see is in style, life style, who’s going on vacation, who just bought the latest designer outfit for the baby and I’m really put off about that. And to say that you’re a feminist in that group is not a popular thing, I mean who declares that? I’ve reached the ripe old age of almost 75 and I’m watching to see where the next wave comes from but we really have to solve the problem of daycare in this country, of childcare. And I’m not one of those people who feels that everyone should go into a total childcare system where everyone has to go from infancy and organized but I think there ahs to be options there that provide women with the comfort that their children are being cared for and that they can go out and do things without wondering who’s looking after my baby? They need to that and if you scratch all the women who are so successful, they’ll admit that that’s there biggest problem. But we haven’t done anything about it. So that I think is the big one, but you look at countries like Sweden and Finland and Denmark and they’re managing quite nicely and Quebec is doing quite well even though it’s not perfect it’s certainly an improvement over the other. Quebec has led the way in many areas and so I guess there’s hope, but faint at the moment. 
Bronwyn: Given your experiences what were your moments of greatest, what do you consider your greatest achievements in your life and activism and what have been your greatest disappointment?
Judy: Well certainly there were many in government, I mean nothing is going to top the equality clause but there were little triumphs that followed there; like the funding of the Women’s Studies Chairs, Bertha Wilson – that was a major battle. Monique and I laugh about that. I think they got tired of me saying, well what about Bertha Wilson. And you know the Prime Minister didn’t want Bertha Wilson. He had declared that Gerald Ledaine’s post and we were campaigning for Bertha Wilson. You know he read every single one of her judgments, the Prime Minister? He examined her to the nth degree and so I remember the morning, I was going to a Cabinet meeting early and – only a woman would say this – I was making my bed and I was saying, dear lord he’s got to make that decision and it’s got to be Bertha Wilson, today. And he usually signed the orders in council at the end of the Cabinet meeting and he was in there when we walked in and he was signing and I’ll never forget and he turned around and he said, the next Supreme Court Justice, is Madam Justice Bertha Wilson, are you happy Judy? (laughs) I said my happiness has nothing to do with it, Prime Minister. It’s the right thing to do. And we rejoiced on that. And of course Jean Chrétien was Justice Minister and he said, the girls are right boss. You know. People today praise him for having nominated all these women, well he was very careful about all these women that he got, that they were, I called them Chrétien’s chicks because nobody ever criticized him. But to call him a feminist is a grand stretch of the imagination. But he was politically astute and when the winds blew that way then… 

Bronwyn: He knew which side of the boat to be on?

Judy: He knew which side to be on, yeah, so there were those highlights and then there were lots of, one of the portfolios that I enjoyed was the Minister of Mines and being the Minster of Earth Sciences and the Polar Regions was just a wonderful, wonderful experience and those bureaucrats in that department were the best bureaucrats that I have ever seen. They were basically non nonsense scientists, they didn’t play political games, they dealt with what was the scientific truth and this is the way it has to be Minister. They were great and I remember one of the first meetings were we had a knock-down-drag’em-out almost fight about it and I was so pleased because they weren’t afraid to do that. They weren’t underhanded, they told you what they thought and they were just great and most of them are gone now because a lot of that was dismantled by the Tories. And there was such in-depth knowledge about Canada like the geological survey which was also part of my portfolio was responsible for laying out this country and when they wanted to change Mount Logan, as much as I like Mr. Trudeau, you can’t do that. Those were some of the highlights to this day I meet some of the bureaucrats and we’ll have a grand old time. I’ll see them at concerts or something everybody is like me, retired. But we have in many areas, an incredibly strong and knowledgeable bureaucracy and I don’t think that exists today and they’re hiring people but the kind of stuff they were there for years and they did Canada a great service, most of them unsung. So those were the highlights.

Bronwyn: And disappointments? Or if I can put it another way, when did you experience frustration working specifically with other women or in the feminist movement? 

Judy: Well in early days it was very difficult for me to work with this Ad Hoc committee that had developed this hostility to the Federal Government. I mean it was basically targeted at Lloyd but the Liberals in general and then when I came in they weren’t too keen on being nice to anybody, particularly some woman from Northern Ontario, what did she know about feminism? And that was a great problem for me because there was this resentment that I had become the Minister and they couldn’t even get mad at me because I wouldn’t let them, I mean I was on their side. So that was tough, it was really very tough and even to this day that I think that there are those who would prefer not to acknowledge that, and you can check this with Monique, we wouldn’t have had the equality clause if we had not had the Federal Government willing and then for us to move on that. And that’s not negating the work that they did before, but I guess that’s been one of my big disappointments. And we had the 25th anniversary just two years ago and that was fun and I think I was invited to participate and I’m sure that it was done almost reluctantly so I think that is certainly a part of it. And I think the fact that I was looked upon as a feminist locally and that’s all I did so I think that also led to my defeat in the last election, because I had worked very hard for my constituency, Science North would not be today if I hadn’t started and got the original funding for that. And that was a major battle at Cabinet. You want to build what? Up in the rocks in the North? You know, it was, what do we want that for? It will never do anything. I have to tell you a funny story about that, Monique was up here oh maybe five or six years ago maybe longer, and I brought her up to Science North which is fabulous and we went through the place she went down to the gift shop and I said, what are you doing in the gift shop? You know, she said, I’m getting a postcard. She sent one to Don Johnson and one to Ed Lumley. Dear Ed, Dear Don, it works, signed Monique Bégin (laughs) it was hilarious. Because she knew what a fight I’d had. So that, and getting that, and its small things like, going through Naughton, well when you go back you will see a sewage treatment plant. And I’ll tell you what happened; we needed a sewage treatment plant at that end of the area. Well the Federal Government does not have anything to do with funding sewage treatment plants. But right on the border is the Whitefish Indian Reserve, they needed a sewage treatment plant because the village is right on the edge. So through a lot of finagling and working I was able to get funding for a sewage treatment plant. So you see, and somebody said, your part of the sewage treatment plant? Yes of course I am, you need a sewage treatment plant, these things are, and then we funded a whole bunch of stuff that we got through, the Greening of Sudbury that we got all sorts of funding for the original liming and changing the whole area which now a thousand people take credit for and rightly so but it was a fight to get that through as well so yeah
Bronwyn: But then despite all those achievements you weren’t re-elected

Judy: I wasn’t re-elected, no

Bronwyn: And you think the fact that you were labeled a feminist had 

Judy: That was a big part of it and then of course the tides had turned against the Liberals. My kids always laugh I think one of them was campaigning with me and this woman opened the door, an Italian woman, and she came over to me and pinched my cheeks, oh I like you Judy, but that Trudeau, tell him to suck a lemon (laughs). So that was a big disappointment and then that fifth column campaign of whatever, whether I had been partying and sleeping with various people including Trudeau which was such pure nonsense and you didn’t fight it, had I had a face lift was I possibly a lesbian and all that sort of silly stuff that surfaced in that campaign. It was really disgusting and when you go, and I suppose, you have to have a thick skin and I did have a thick skin but when you look at it now you should be able to fight it right up front and say, when you go by your campaign ad and they’ve written ‘bitch’ across it, you know that there is a real smear campaign going on, and I would have faced and said, okay, let’s look at what these charges are and let you know how I feel about them and what is totally baseless, sooner or later you throw enough mud and some of it sticks. You know, so that was a great disappointment to me but you get over it and in a way, I always laugh now because you can do it. Because the landslide to the Conservative was so strong that the few people who were returned had such a rough time and I always said my constituents did me a favour because I would have hated being in the opposition, because Monique said to me, she was in opposition once for that short six months and she said, it’s the worst thing in the world, she hated it. And I would have hated it to. I’m not good at opposing things, I’m much better at building and supporting things so in the long run you get up and carry on. So yeah it was a big disappointment to lose an election, nobody can tell you that you shouldn’t take it personally, you do. You do because you’ve fought so hard for you constituency, you’ve done your best and it’s not good enough and it’s a bit of a slap in the face. 
Bronwyn: The last thing I want to ask you is about your words of wisdom or advice that you have for young women who are coming of age right now
Judy: Well as I said to you earlier, I look at people like my granddaughters and one of them said she thinks she’s going to get political and I hope she does. My words of wisdom are, get into it. And don’t look at it as some dirty business, it’s no worse than any other. And I’ve been in the business world and the political world and 

Bronwyn: You worked for media, that’s the worse (laughs)

Judy: Oh yeah, I’ve done it all, but I have to say that politics is probably the roughest and toughest of those areas. But if you can equip yourself and don’t think you’re going to become political until you’re at least 40 or 45 years old you have to live out there you have to work out there know what you’re doing basically have developed some hard knocks along the way and develop a thick skin. I always remember Monique always said to me, it doesn’t matter if they don’t love you Judy, as long as your family does, it’s true. And it is true and your friends stay loyal, that’s nice too. So get yourself a good education and find out what you really want to do and if you want politics get in there, but don’t think you can land in at the top, you have to get your feet wet within a political party. And you’re going to find that no political party is completely comfortable but you’re not going to change anything on the outside. Well you can in many ways but I mean you can’t be a lone political figure you have to really be identified with a mainstream party to get where you want to go. So yeah, I think the world is their oyster. Really and as I said, I don’t think anybody should get into politics until their forty-ish. Are you going to do it?
Bronwyn: Oh, I don’t know. This last six months, I was saying me, has galvanized me in a way that I haven’t been before about politics because I think a lot of people my age have a hard time identifying with the, understanding that the solutions could come from the Federal political apparatuses and structures…

Judy: I know there’s a cynicism, isn’t there? And its very easy to get cynical it really is and I hope that there’s a sense of idealism left for these people and I think if you really care passionately about something you can make a big difference.

BREAK IN TAPE

1:36:08 – 1:36:48
But I will say this and Monique and I have our regular political discussions I really fear the current conservative government I have for a long time and I don’t think we’ve seen the full agenda until they get a majority
Bronwyn: And God help us if they do

Judy: That’s my fear, that’s my fear and I don’t think people have examined this and going to vote these days is for many of them kind of a popularity contest, it’s not something that they’ve looked at
Bronwyn: If they vote

Judy: If they vote, yeah

Bronwyn: Well, and after doing this project, not voting is a crime

Judy: Well that’s what makes me feel good and hopeful is that my granddaughter who is in the States is registered, Jacob is already registered at Queen’s to vote, so I look at them and I think, yeah these people are going to vote. And they’re interested in the issues, and their friends are. In fact, Alex in the States had to do one of her projects, her history projects, was to select a monument anywhere in the world and do the research and it was her last assignment and she did the Famous Five and she got an A. And she was so pleased because she said to me; I’d like to do something in Canada. And I said well I think the newest monument, and she did a bang up job and I actually had to go early in the spring before she submitted it, she had Jacob take me up there to take pictures of me with the Famous Five and she had that included but, yeah, I don’t think my kids are an anomaly. 
Bronwyn: Yeah, it’s not hopeless yet

Judy: No, no, I think enough of them will vote and when I look at the young people who are involved in the American election now.

Bronwyn: Yeah, that’s why that man won the primaries

Judy: I just hope they all go out and vote now. That’s the big thing and the same thing here in Canada, I hope they go. I don’t sense that sense of excitement and renewal and hope in Canada that I do in the States right now because of Obama but we’ll see, I think there are enough of them to wake up the system. I think the war has really disturbed the young people. 
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