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BB: About the project, just so you know. This is a digital recording and it will go to if you consent it will go to the Canadian Women’s Movement Archives at the University of Ottawa

MH: oh yes, that’s perfectly okay with me. 

BB: What we’re doing is collecting a group of interviews with women across Ontario who maybe were not directly involved but have perspectives on the [the feminist movement] or women who did interesting things, basically a collection of stories of women on their experiences and thoughts on what has changed in the last couple years and then these will be held at the University of Ottawa in their archives and will be available for researchers or whoever might need them in the future. Because there is a concern that if these stories aren’t collected now they may be lost.

MH: Yes, yes, I think that is so true.

BB: And you probably know people who did wonderful things and whose stories may not be out there. So this is that. And there’s a form that I’ll get you to sign at the end of the interview that says it can used for research purposes, I will also transcribe the whole interview and then send you a copy of the transcript. 

MH: (Laughs) Okay

BB: So you can read through your transcript, people always hate reading their transcript because they always don’t sound as nice as they would if they wrote it but don’t worry. So what I’d like to do, I’d like to just hear about your life so if we could just start at the beginning and work our way through what you’ve done. What I sometimes do is I have this line that I work off of so starting with your early life and going through and telling me some of the significant events that have happened to you starting with the beginning and go through.

MH: Yes, okay, well my early life, my dad was an Anglican minister and he was what we called then a ‘poor man’s parson’ her worked in the slums of east London and so I was born in Hackney in east London and then when I, I’m not sure what age I was, we lived in Poplar, east London is the first home that I remember so we lived there. And then I think because of his health partly he had been in east London from the time he was ordained actually, and then because of his health we moved to Gloucester in west and lived there for some years and then I think he was born with country, sort of rural, I’m just guessing really but talking about the type of person that he was and why he made this move to a town called Mansfield in Nottinghamshire which was a coal mining town and I lived there that’s when I went to high school and then he moved back down to London in southeast London called Lewisham and I finished high school there. Yes, I finished high school in Lewisham and then I married very young and married my father’s curit, I was 19 and he was 31 I think. That wasn’t so terribly unusual in those days really and so we moved to a place called Wimbledon where they now play tennis and we lived there and then his father, my husband’s father was also and Anglican minister and in those days you could buy the right to present the clergyman to a living. We called a living, the parish, and in those you could purchase, I think it was called the advousan and so his father had bought the advousan to a little place in Norfalk called Stokesby in east Norfolk and so his father was retiring and wanted my husband to take over and so we moved there. And it was from there in 1940,  there was a lot of pressure on people and we had two children and my daughter was four and my son was two in 1940 and there as a certain amount of pressure to get the children out of England if you could afford it. Partly because of the comfort of other people a lot of the children as you possibly know were moved out of London into rural areas at that time and if you had the money there was some pressure. And so we came to Canada where friends were living with friends here under the same circumstances, she had come with her children and so we came to Canada and lived with this older woman and her daughter I think probably Mrs. Moira was late sixties or maybe seventy and her daughter was mid-thirties.

BB: And did you come alone or did your whole family…?


MH: No I brought my children 

BB: And your husband?

MH: My husband was going into the army as a chaplain. And so we came to Canada and lived for two years or three years with this couple. And then during that time in those two early years my husband found someone else back in England he was in the army and he found someone else and wanted to separate and divorce. And so I hung on until the end of the war thinking possibly he would change his mind but by the end of the war he had decided that he didn’t want to carry on. And so I found a job…

BB: And did he offer at that time to have you come back to England

MH: No

BB: And your children here…?

MH: No, in fact I thought there was no point in me coming back to England. He wasn’t, he was, as I learned much later as I studied and learned much later, he was emotionally a very incapacitated person. He wasn’t able to assume the emotional and psychological and financial responsibility of a committed involvement and I realized that much later of course. And realizing too that he wasn’t going to support us, in Canada the children’s education up to the end of secondary school was free and if I went back to England I would have had to pay, it would have been impossible.

BB: And did you have any professional training or anything?

MH: No, absolutely none (laughs)

BB: And did you work when you came over during the war? Did you work in Canada?

MH: I ran a boarding house in there was a horticultural-agricultural research centre in ____station and they needed someone to run the boarding house, the woman who had done it for years. And I thought, this is the answer; I was there when the kids came home from school, I was there when they were sick, you know, so this was the answer. So I did that 1945 until, I should get my memoirs out to get the dates right, and I did that until the end of the war and the other thing that was important I think to point out is that when I came to Canada I immediately felt so comfortable in the Canadian cultural style. There wasn’t the class system which in pre-war England was very, very definite and the difference of you accent, when you were speaking and so on, classified you in pre-war England. And when I came to Canada I found that that wasn’t there and I had been democratic socialist in my political thinking. I think my father was, probably. As I said, he was a poor man’s parson though in those days you never asked your parents how they voted, you simply didn’t ask people how they voted, and I suppose partly because of the pressures on people to vote according to what their employer told them and so on. And I was amazed when I came to Canada and there were people who belonged to a political party and talking about, of course you know there Liberals and so on (laughs). And I thought, how do they know their Liberals? Quite a difference in terms of that again changed after the war. But I think sort of the general overall equality felt very comfortable to me and so I stayed. I stayed at the lodge and I realized as my children getting a little older, I realized in about 1947-48 that there was absolutely no, for me, there was no rewarding future in running a boarding house. I could see all the financial advantages were just right there; it was a government job and when I decided to move people said, but MH look at the security that you’re giving up. But I had become interested in poverty studies and become interested in social work and had attended a meeting in St. Catherine’s

BB: And this was around the end of the war? During the war?

MH: Oh this was after the war, yes. And I attended a meeting and this man spoke about social work and child welfare and children’s aid society and so on and I talked to him afterwards and said, can people get jobs in this sort of thing? I had had this sort of feeling that I wanted to do, I suppose a question of trying to make some change or something like that and so he said, oh yes certainly. Because there was no Bachelor’s degree in social work in those days, there was only the Master’s and so that they became, it became a very, the people with their Master’s we used to laugh and say they could choose their golf course when they were looking for a job (laughs). So, but there were lots of people working in social work at that time without the professional background and so I became one of those in 1950, I joined the staff of Children’s Aid Society in St. Catherine’s. And started there and realized then that I had found the, I remember that feeling where I was driving, I even remember it now, and I was driving and said, this is where you belong. And that feeling that you’ve found your path, you know? And so that was what I did and my kids of course were growing up and when my son went away to university, my daughter was the older one and she went into nursing training and my son went to university at 18 I decided I would go back to school and try and get some education and about that time if you had two courses, successful BA courses in psychology and economics you could go into a special program they were offering. University of Toronto was offering a special sort of, I don’t know what you’d call it now, a special sort of intensive two year program of introduction to professional social work education so I did my two years at McMaster at night (laughs). Distance education was get in the car and drive, it wasn’t this sort of thing and so I did my two years there and got the basics of my Master’s program and I continued to work. And when my son went to university I decided I would go back to school and so in Hamilton. (Phone rings)

BREAK IN TAPE

BB: You were talking about Hamilton

MH: So I went back to school and completed my BA to then asked the University of Toronto was would I need to receive the MSW and I quite thought I would have to write another thesis but they didn’t even ask that. My thesis had been rather well approved and so they didn’t even write the thesis and they gave me the degree so I then continued to work in child welfare until 1975. 

BB: Sorry, you got your Master’s in social work around what time? In the sixties or seventies?

MH: In the seventies? I’d better get my memoirs out…

BB: It doesn’t really matter

MH: No?

BB: I just wondering what it was like to go back to school at that time?

MH: In my forties? Oh –

BB: In your forties and – 

MH: Oh it was fun in a way because they were all much younger and they called, some of them called me ‘mom’ (laughs) I remember once I was on the bus and I had been talking to someone and I was coming across the street and one of my classmates said, come one, run, mommy! Come on run! You know. And it was fun. But so worthwhile and I realized that this is really, really what I want to do. So in about oh early 1970s I became uncomfortable with the style with the director of the Children’s Aid Society where I was working and  I thought, I was 58, 59, you’re too old to make a change now. I’d had this yen to teach for a long time and I had done a good deal of in-service training and staff development and that sort of thing and I found out through a friend here that Laurentian was starting their school of social work and they had a very, they had just the beginnings of a school and they had a new director and he had hired four very, very bright young people and you didn’t have to have your Doctorate to teach in those days and he’d hired these four very, very bright young people and a long comes this middle aged cup of tea with 35 years of hands-on experience and in-service experience and so on. So I was very lucky me, he hired me. So I moved to Sudbury in 1975 to teach at Laurentian and we had this wonderful team, the young people and one of them was in the process of getting her Doctorate and we had this wonderful team of young people and we just had the most wonderful time of building the program. And we were also building the program in French, I mean Laurentian was also building the program in French and one my good friends now, he and I worked together to develop the core course that I had been involved in, in English and we worked together to deliver that in French. Wonderful experiences like that you know. And I don’t speak French well

BB: You’re a Brit! You can’t help it.

MH: (Laughs) I have to tell you this joke speaking French because when Richard and I worked together we worked in French and my French was very rusty because I hadn’t heard any for 35 years in St. Catherine’s and Richard and I were working together in French. And I would say to him, Richard, its five o’clock, can we please start talking in English? And if we were out anywhere with a group of people, Richard would introduce me and say, MH doesn’t speak French after five o’clock (laughs). So I did that, I taught full-time for six years until of course retiring at 65 was compulsory then and I taught full time for six years and I was 59 when I started and then I taught for six years but I was very lucky because we were giving the program off-campus and again distance education wasn’t on computer it was MH driving so I drove every second weekend, I taught one course, every year, off-campus in different centres;  Pembroke, North Bay, Capus Casing, ____ Lake and it was a nice way to give up –

BB: And you were able to continue to do that despite your retirement?

MH: Yes, and then that came to an end and they gave me an Honorary Doctorate at the University.

BB: Oh, at Laurentian?

MH: (Laughs) I think for sort of long wearing. And then I was involved in various social issues, I had voted, I voted CCF when I first discovered it in St. Catherine’s and the voting aspect was very, very important to me and in St. Catherine’s for so many years we didn’t have a member, we could find a member to run for the CCF. So when I say I voted CCF that isn’t right, in St. Catherine’s I thought, you can’t not vote. Thinking of those women in England who were so bitterly and abusively punished, force fed and so on because they fought for the vote, in England in the 1890s I guess. And so we finally got a CCF member and I could vote. And then they developed the NDP but the idea of not going to the polls at a voting time was very, very difficult for me so I went to the poll and messed up my ballot so that I knew that had gone to the poll and I had done that, thinking again of these women who had fought for me to have the right to go. And interesting enough the first place to get votes for women in Canada was in Manitoba was in 1916, was the year of my birth (laughs). I’ve always said 1916 was a very good year (laughs).

BB: A very good year, very good things happened (laughs)

MH: So that’s a long, and all and more than you want to know.

BB: What have you done since you retired? Because you must have retired in the eighties? No?

MH: Yes, officially I retired in 1975, 1981 excuse me. Well I was on the board of the community, the Sudbury Community Services which is an organization for developmentally handicapped people - Sudbury Community Development Services, I think it’s called. And I was on their board for a while and then I became interested in labour issues which became very much alive in the eighties, and I became very interested in that. And I would attend meetings and speak on behalf of the labour council and would attend union meetings and that kind of thing so that’s and I’ve attended Annual General Meetings of these organizations and still do. 

BB: After all these years…

MH: After all these years, yes, well I think it’s very important to stay involved when you get older I think it’s very, very important to stay involved. I think from the standpoint of your intellect and for me, physical health and physical health was very important to me, I exercised regularly for about 45 years.

BB: You were ahead of your time I think.

MH: I don’t know about that, maybe I was, yes, but I exercised regularly. When I moved to Sudbury, I had exercised regularly in St. Catherine’s and I was looking for exercise – do you want all this detail?

BB: Yes, it’s fascinating.

MH: And I was asking for an exercise program and somebody said, what about rhythmic gymnastics? And in St. Catherine’s I had never heard of rhythmic gymnastics and it was on Monday nights at the Lockerby school, the Lockerby Composite School just around the corner, on Monday night and I went on the Monday night and I’ve been going ever since.


BB: Ever since! Do you still go?

MH: Yes. I do. As a matter of fact last year she very generously made me a life member.

BB: Oh how nice.

MH: Of course she’d never had anybody as old as me you see.

BB: What is rhythmic gymnastics exactly? Is that the one with the…

MH: Well, at the women’s fitness level, it’s low-impact aerobics you always, no you don’t always have both feet on the ground, but it’s low-impact aerobics, muscle strengthening and flexibility and we use ropes, the ones that you see on the TV they use batons and hoops and stuff and ribbons and so on but we use ropes for some of our exercises.

BB: That’s wonderful that you’re doing that. That’s great, how great. Were you ever involved in something like the Women’s Centre of any of the more typically feminist organizations?

MH: Well, no, I wouldn’t say particularly involved I was always a member as they were forming the women’s centre but I didn’t want to take on too much committee work as time went on, you know, I didn’t want to take on too much committee work and that sort of thing. But I’ve always gone to their membership meetings and contributed in that sort of way.

BB: And the Person’s Day Breakfast? I hear that’s a big thing here in Sudbury?

MH: Oh yes, a big thing

BB: I interviewed Corinne Matte, do you know her? And Anne Cole?

MH: I probably would know the faces but not…

BB: Yes that’s always the way isn’t it, how bout what do you think, having worked in the social services sector in Sudbury what do you think are the critical issues facing women in Sudbury? 

MH: Well, the most important issue for women in terms of social issues are the question of, the cut, the 1995 in the Ontario Works Program which is very, very serious. They cut a third of the income, a third of the Ontario Works amount in 1995, what I call Hannibal Harris. And what is so tragic I think today is that the McGuinty government policies are designed to incorporate charity into it and you know, I mean, I respect the people who start up another food bank, I respect that, but I wish that when they’re doing it they would think, why one of the riches countries in the world, one of the richest provinces in Canada, why do we need to have food banks? And to me its absolutely shocking and what I cannot understand is why they look at an adequate social assistance allowance as charity rather than looking at it as investment. These malnourished children, I mean people on social assistance have to go to the food bank and they’re only allowed to go once a month as you know. And they have to go once a month and there are times when at the end of the week they’ve got to consider are we going to have food or is he going to wear the old shoes again? And the kids, the malnourished children are growing up in school, not performing up to their potential, sneered and jeered at because of their clothes, sneered and jeered at because when there’s an out-of-town trip for the school, no Jimmy we can’t do that and these children, what do they do? They leave school at 16 and hang out with gangs, I don’t necessarily mean criminal gangs, but they hang out with gangs, and they’re not qualified, not able to get jobs and the enticement nowadays of drugs is there and that’s why I say, it would be investment. These young people, performing up to their potential with decent self-esteem would become productive, contributing citizens of the community and people say, well you’re talking about investment, but what’s your return? That’s the return! 

BB: Absolutely, and those types of policies, is it fair to say that they affect women in a way that is more profound than they affect men? Because there are more women on social assistance?

MH: Oh I think so, yes. Because there are more women on social assistance whose husbands, they’ve separated or they’re single mothers and they’re much more affected and this whole question, how the women suffer to see their children not make the grade. And of course so many of these women have grown up, nowadays, these women have grown up in the type of family, generations, 1995 we’ve got different generations coming through on these appallingly low incomes and its so short sighted I just cannot understand it. I write the Sudbury Star and the Globe and Mail every so often (laughs).

BB: In your very long life what changes have you noticed, particularly in the last half, 1960 onward – what changes have you seen in the way women are perceived or the opportunities available to women or in the challenges that women face, what has changed? Both positively and negatively?

MH: I suppose the change of women going to university was before 1960 wasn’t it? But I think this whole question of women becoming professionally educated is a very significant change in society. During the war its so interesting to me, during the war a lot of women got into trades that were, they were really filling in for men and they got into trades, and of course when the men came back to work the women had to go back to keeping house and it really bugs me when people, even today, well I guess not so much today, but even not so very long ago, people would say well of course I don’t work and what they mean is, I do not work outside the home and I was speaking at a women’s group one time and this woman said, well I don’t work and I said, what do you mean you don’t work? I said, who gets the breakfast? Well I do. Who gets the lunch? I do. Who cleans the house and does the laundry? I do. I said, don’t tell me you don’t work, you don’t work outside the home. And I think this is a sort of a cultural unthinking cultural label that is still somewhat, although I saw somewhere in the Star the other day, this woman was described as a homemaker and I thought, wow, that’s great. That’s really great, professionally she’s a homemaker. I’d like to call them ‘domestic managers’ but (laughs).

BB: That’s the next fight. Title change…

MH: And I suppose this idea of women going to Cambrian for example for these different trades you never saw women taxi drivers, well 25 years ago?

BB: It’s still fairly unusual.

MH: It’s not that unusual, I use taxis a fair amount, not really that unusual, but they’re a minority, but still they are there. I suppose, they really are going into the trades aren’t they? And they’re even, are they going underground at Inco?

BB: I’m not familiar with the issues -- 

MH: Well of course, you’re not from here.

BB: I’m not from here but yesterday, I was told by the woman I interviewed that it used that weren’t allowed to go underground and that when Queen Elizabeth came it was a very big deal because she went underground

MH: She went underground, yes, yes

BB: But that women at that time, there were no women who went underground but now there are. That’s what I was told yesterday.

MH: Yes, yes, that’s right

BB: But that didn’t used to be an option. What do you think, in your own experiences what does the word feminism mean to you? Is it something that you identify with or…?

MH: It’s funny isn’t it? I can’t say that I really identify with feminism…it’s sort of got a bad name now, hasn’t it? Do you think?

BB: It sort of has, it’s interesting because I would say that both your generation and my generations have connotations about the word feminist that are not necessarily positive, whereas there was a whole group of women who are now maybe 60 or 70 or so a little bit younger than you….

MH: (Laughs) A little bit younger, you know I’m 92

BB: Right, more my mother’s age, so women who were really active in the 60s, 70s and 80s, maybe your children’s age, I don’t know. But for a particular group of women the word feminist is not, is a very important identity that they live with. But for my generation they say that statistically only 25 per cent of young Canadian women identify as a feminist and I think for those women, the women who do identify as feminist, who are older in their 80s, 90s maybe even in their late 70s don’t identify as feminist. But I’m just curious about what that word has meant to you in your own life. 

MH: I don’t think it has that much meaning for me because I think my identification was more with wasn’t so much sexually, gender-identified really, my identification in terms of poverty for example and education, no I don’t think that it had that sort of meaning for me. 


BB: That’s a perfectly acceptable answer and I think its normal for a lot of people because they might have been very active doing other things but they weren’t necessarily doing it through the scope or lens of feminism.

MH: Yes, I think that’s it.

BB: But they were doing work that was really important and did affect perhaps women but it was more about poverty or injustice or inequality

MH: Yes, class issues

BB: as opposed to simply one focused around gender. In your own life what do you count to be your greatest achievements?

MH: Oh, boy I don’t know. LONG PAUSE I suppose in a way the sort of the relentless determination to work for constructive change. That sounds too grandiose in a way, I don’t like to think of it as an achievement really, it’s a commitment and I think that that could be the biggest thing that I could feel that I have, it was my commitment to the activities working toward constructive social change. It still bugs me when they talk about the need for charity instead of looking at it as investment.

BB: It has really taken over hasn’t it? That whole idea…

MH: Yes, of course, because it makes everybody feel so good. McGuinty knows that everybody feels so good and the people who open up another food bank they feel good, I wish that with the other hand that these people would be looking at the reality of the situation as to why, why do we need to have food banks?

BB: I know, it’s appalling and it’s happening I think on a global level as well this whole shift in the way international development happens as well, there’s all these organizations and charities that are out there providing schools and clean water and health care to these countries which is vitally needed and necessary but nobody is asking the question of why is this happening?

MH: There are organizations on a global scale, there are organizations and of course I can’t call the names just like that, but there are organizations that are putting, they’re giving small loans to women who then develop a rural or a home domestic industry.

BB: Micro-credit

MH: Yes, micro-credit, those organizations I think are right on. I wish there were more of them, I wish there was more of that sort of attitude in the larger scale. (Laughs) Every now and then I become conscious of this (referring to cut on head) 

BB: What happened? You look like you got beat up! What does the other guy look like?


MH: (Laughs) I always say she’s in intensive care. I fell yesterday, I tripped and fell on the sidewalk and I fell face and head down and so on

BB: Did you hurt yourself anywhere else?

MH: Well I’ve got a sore knee…

BB: And was there any head trauma or anything?

MH: No

BB: Oh you poor thing, well you look real pretty

MH: I spent most of the day yesterday in emergency and of course the bruises have come out more

BB: It will get uglier before it gets prettier

MH: Yes, that’s what they told me (laughs) but it’s not a bad cut in my head. I had a fall a couple months ago, I fell and I lost consciousness, simply collapsed and they couldn’t find any reason for that, I cut my head quite badly in the back but it’s healing now. I sort of thought to myself, every now and then I become conscious of this and I thought I should mention this to BB and see (laughs)

BB: Does it hurt?

MH: No, it’s a little sore

BB: You’ve just got to tell everybody, the other guy looks way worse, hold to that story and you’ll be fine. So we talked about some of your achievements or what you call a commitment to the work that you’ve done. Do you have any disappointments or regrets? Things that you wish you could do differently?

MH: Sounds awful to say that I don’t…

BB: You don’t have any regrets, yeah? No? I think that’s wonderful…

MH: I was thinking that I wish, I always wish that I could have made more difference, made more contribution but I was looking at this a little while ago and thinking do I know that I really, really did try to do my best in my different avenues that I chose. And I think I did. I tried. I have a good ability in terms of public speaking with an audience and so on and I’ve always cultivated that and I think I have really tried my hardest to do what I believed was my obligation, my commitment in social issues. So years ago the NDP asked me if I would, this was in St. Catherine’s asked me if I would run, I think it was here, as a candidate and, no, I was still employed and I felt there were two things about that. One was a sort of uncertainty in terms of financial security, partly because of my age and so on and the other was a concern that it would play into perhaps a certain amount of vanity or false pride that would be ultimately would be destructive I think. I think when you have the ability that I have, and I have it, I know I have it, of gripping an audience, I think, and I’ve always thought, you always have to watch that that doesn’t get out of hand so to speak, so you don’t start to think, I’m really terrific at this. And I’ve got them, you know, that sort of thinking. Because when you’re speaking on certain types of issues, you’re speaking and you do know and you need to know that you’ve got them, you’ve got the audience there and I think it’s very dangerous then to think that perhaps that you’ve always got them but you don’t have to work at it. 

BB: We talked about some of the critical issues facing people today, what words of wisdom do you have, or what advice do you have particularly for young women but young people in general?

MH: I think it would be never lose sight, never lose the perception of yourself as an integral element in community, that choices that you make you need to look at are they affecting, are they just affecting you, or just affecting the people immediately around you that you care about or are these choices affecting society as a whole. And I think that one of things that is most important is to always look at us being part of society and in a sense every choice that we make, every decision that we make and the course of action then that follows needs to be examined in terms of its effect in community, social effect. I think that’s it.

BB: That’s a great piece of advice. Just to go back to one thing before we wrap up, your father was a minister and your mother? What did she do?

MH: Oh she was a domestic manager, yes.

BB: And did you have brothers or was it just yourself? Brothers and sisters?

MH: Oh no, there were five of us and I was number four and then we had a little brother, a kind of a last, a late arrival, a little brother.

BB: Do you have anything you want to add to this, MH?

MH: I don’t think so, no I think you’ve opened it up so skillfully that…I don’t think so.

BB: Is it true, this is not related, is it true that you went to the Himalayas for your 80th birthday? 

MH: (Laughs) Oh

BB: A little birdie told me

MH: When I retired, Pat Tobin told you didn’t she, when I retired or towards my retirement I had three travel, three travel objectives; Greece and I went to Greece because of the history, and oh, Greece was an emotional experience to me. I didn’t go on the tour I went on my own. Putting your feet on those stones where those people walked, the first people to ask these questions, to question what is human life all about and so on. It was an absolutely wonderful experience. And I had always been interested in theatre and I was involved in community theater when I was younger and in Apivorous the first live theatre, I knelt down on the stage area there. And then I went to Egypt, again because of the history. I went on a tour there because my son said, mom you can’t go to Egypt on your own.

BB: How old were you at this time? Roughly?

MH: Oh I was in my 65, 70 something like that.

BB: And your son said you can’t go on your own

MH: No he said you can’t go on your own and he was so right because I would still be looking for my luggage you know. And I found that traveling with a tour was very, very nice, it was like having parents, they give you your boarding pass and they say, just stand there till we call you, so we all stand there (laughs) and then your luggage is nearly always there when you arrive and so on. But Nepal, that was really out of the blue, I saw something about it in the paper, trekking holidays in Nepal and I thought that really, really would be fun. So they had an information session in Toronto so the company went down and we had this information session about what’s involved and so on and what you needed to wear, why you couldn’t wear shorts because it would be offensive to the people in the villages and town that you would be going through and things like that all sorts and what was actually involved and how long in the day you would be walking and what sort of training program would be wise before hand. And I met a woman there, we’d never met before and decided we would share the room and so on and we’re still friends. So it was just a really wonderful, wonderful experience, I have a thing about mountains, a thing about mountains and hills. And it wasn’t mountain climbing, some of it was steep but a lot of it wasn’t, it wasn’t steady and steep and so on but we were in the mountains and it was quite lovely. Just a marvelous, marvelous experience. 

BB: Do you have any other travels planned?

MH: No, can’t afford it. It’s too expensive now and of course right now I wouldn’t be able to travel.

BB: Well good thing you got those wonderful trips in while you could.

MH: Oh yes, I said get it done while you can, yes.

BB: It looks like you’re a big reader as well, you’ve got books all over the place. 

