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Bronwyn: To get things going, in your early life when you became aware of gender inequality?

Lucie: In my early life?

Bronwyn: Or the first moment you started realizing that things weren’t exactly the same for men and women?

Lucie: It’s when I start my nursing course because before that I was in a boarding school for ten years from the age of six sixteen with girls only because at that time if you were going to private school there was no you had to be in the boarding school and we were not going out on weekends eh, one weekend in November to get our winter clothes, two weeks at Christmas, one day at Easter, you have to be back for 8 o’clock otherwise you are losing your prix du fin d’année and the 23rd of June. So after ten years, I was tall, I was quite shy when I was meeting a guy on the street. And anyway, so I came up and I did my cours classique and my father wanted me to become a doctor and me I said, no, no, I said I want to become a nurse, he said you will just be like a waitress, I said, I’m not ready for that, papa. Anyway, the two younger [siblings] in my family girl and boy became a doctor. So I decided I went to do my nursing course. 
Bronwyn: That would have been fairly progressive for your father to want you to go to medical school at that time in Quebec…
Lucie: It’s amazing. Because my father was not coming from a wealthy family
Bronwyn: no?

Lucie: Ah non, not at all, they were ten in his family, eight boys, two girls, and my grandfather was riding the elevator at Singer’s so to raise a family like that, so they all studied until grade four, except one, he was the younger one, he went to war, he was 17 or 18 and when he came back the government paid for his studies. [He] finished his studies at McGill and when you see the picture of my uncle with all the other boys – this is the graduated, it’s so cute! But the most funny thing, my father always told us, you’re going to – everyone of you – do the classic course; you go to university, every one of you will go to university. Which we did and but the funny thing is out of those eight boys, as my father said, I can’t write French without making a mistake, but I know how to count and out of those eight boys, four of them become millionaire in business. They started their own business and then…but it’s quite, so I was with girls all the time and it’s only when I did my nursing course that it was an eye-opener for me, I could not see what was going on and for the women you know. When you have women and all the hospitals were run by nuns. And if you have a bachelor mother [single mother] or women who didn’t have lots of money very often they were leaving them on the stretcher on the first floor where it was all the ambulances coming in and all that and they were in pain, so the nurse used to call me and say, Lucie you have to do something, she’s ready. So there was a doctor, he could not say two words, il blasphemé, il sacré, colis…
Bronwyn: Swearing all the time

Lucie: Oui, so we used to call him and say, you have to go downstairs because we have some patients who really have to come up, he was going down and the nuns were going crazy, that was something. When you had a bachelor mother at that time the babies were not in their mother’s room, all the babies were together, so the women were walking looking at the babies, saying oh there is mine, and they knew each other okay? And they would say, how come the person there, in 222 she never comes out, she doesn’t walk with us, and they would open the door to her room, also she doesn’t go and see her baby and I have not seen her husband, her husband doesn’t come, she must be, you know…So me I was saying, come on, first, her husband is a fireman, policeman, military, everything in the book, he could not be there. So that was, since the patients were changing every five days you could repeat the story and it was working, so it was only to see the mentality of the people at the time. And those bachelor mothers, we had to let them go at night when all the other women were asleep and they were coming to town, they say it’s the nuns they were abandoning their children, it’s not the nuns, they were coming, as soon as they were telling their parents they were pregnant they were thrown out of the house. Because they were shame of their families, everyone in the village will know, so they would arrive by bus, coming at the hospital with their valise (suitcase) but we could not keep them, they have two full months to go. So we used to send them, there was the ______ Centre for Bachelor Mothers we used to send them, we used to send them without telling them that some of them were having an abortion and others were coming for the delivery. 
Bronwyn: This was a time when abortion was completely illegal and there was no birth control or anything

Lucie: So many women were dying because they were trying all kinds of tricks; it’s unbelievable. So and we were really protecting them, when you live in suburb, there are many things going on and there is a doctor who knows and a nurse and that’s all. The Catholic Church was so strong, oh another thing, that’s going to make laugh. At Easter, all the Catholics have to go to the Church to have the Communion, Easter is very important. This means everyone has to go to Confession the week before. Again, you have women with five kids, seven kids, when they go to Confession they tell the Priest, listen we cannot afford to have one more child, we have so many, things like that, so I refuse to have intercourse with my husband. Sorry, I won’t give you the Absolution you can’t have Communion at Easter so that woman was stuck to sit in her bench and everybody in the town or little village knows why she is sitting there. Her husband is allowed to go, but not her. And it was awful and I can remember me as a child, 12 or 13, the first time and one of my aunts arrived on Friday or Saturday before Easter, crying. My mother just said, you, go upstairs. So I go upstairs and she’s telling my mother, listen, we have six kids we cannot afford, he refused, and everybody will know why I am sitting in the bench…And my sister and I are listening and my mother said, there’s a new, a young priest who just arrived in the Parish, go there, it seems he is very understanding. So she went and it used to take hours because everybody used to go there and she came back with a smile and said, you’re right. Ca la it’s when I became a nurse that that came back to me. And so I said we have to do something and every time there was something for women I was involved in that, I just said, okay, let’s go. 
Bronwyn: Did you get involved in the women’s organizations or groups in Quebec at that time?

Lucie: At that time? No. I got involved in la Féderation after…I knew that many of my friends were members of that, but no, since I was practicing nursing I was not involved in that at all. And after that I married, with my kids, but when you were getting married to had to resign, it showed that your husband was not looking after you if you were working.
Bronwyn: What year did you get married?

Lucie: 1961

Bronwyn: And so you resigned from nursing?

Lucie: Well of course and the reason is: I was getting married.
Bronwyn: Obviously

Lucie: So you could do volunteer work. So when __________ phoned me and said, Lucie, I don’t have any money but I need volunteers, okay no problem. My husband was even paying for my parking at the hospital. You know, they didn’t have anyone, and for me that is great I just could go and it’s with her she was really an eye-opener for me. And there was a meeting of obstetricians and gynecology and she was member of that, it was three women: one in Toronto, Lysine and one in B.C. it will come back.
Bronwyn: Early female gynecologists

Lucie: And she was taking me and we were discussing birth control because I was traveling to introduce – you have to be the chief of the department of obstetricians – to me he was the one giving authorization I even went to the farm _____ and it was a great, great time so after that when I got a job at the Advisory Council so we opened an office in Montreal.

Bronwyn: This is the Advisory Council on the Status of Women?

Lucie: C’est ca, and we opened an office in Montreal because there was none before and as the vice-chair after a year or a year and half I became the president in Ottawa and it was the entrenchment of women in the Constitution.
Bronwyn: That whole debate was very intense was it not? Especially for the Advisory Council at the time?

Lucie: Yes, who was president, she died a year ago? And the Advisory Council was really great because you had women from every region and every province
Bronwyn: You’re talking about the name of the person who was President…

Lucie: Yes, who was President when I became the Vice President after that there was a big fight and she stepped down…
Bronwyn: Doris Anderson

Lucie: C’est ca, Doris, and me she told, you know I was appointed to the Advisory Council because I ran as a candidate and I lost and me, I said, one of the conditions they told me in my interview is that I should not have ever done any politics. I said, I’ve never done any politics, I don’t know anything about it and they told me it was because I had to be standing up and fight with the government and take my stand and carry on so I said I don’t know anything like that
Bronwyn: You don’t have anything invested

Lucie: Pardon?


Bronwyn: You don’t have anything invested when you’re not political 

Lucie: And they told me that was the way because government can change I don’t know what. So there were some disagreements between Doris and myself, it seems, because I read so much about that. But I know that I am telling the truth and we had childcare, I organized the first childcare meeting Winnipeg because Quebec had childcare but I was serving the others and I mean come on, if Quebec can have childcare we have to get organized otherwise you won’t get any. I’m the one pressuring government to have that. And when I became a Member of Parliament I continued to carry on and push and it was one of my colleagues at the time who was member in Parliament and when it came time to, oh Lucie, my wife is not like you, she stay home and raise the kids. I said you’re right you have a daughter right, well when she will be twenty, she will be married and she will need childcare. Oooff, on vera ca (we’ll see about that). And when I was appointed to the senate, I didn’t remember that and that gentleman became a Minister, he came to see me and he said, Lucie, you don’t remember about my daughter, I said, no. So he repeat[s] to me and you know what he said? He said, you were right, now she’s a mother and she wants childcare. Oh I start to laugh and I said, well, just remember me, and he says yes. At the time it was a caucus, I had made a caucus of non-partisan all the women in the House so when there was something special for women I was standing up and all the women knew we were voting for or against it. And, that, really you had the PC member, NDP member and all that because there were very few women, and I used to tell my colleagues, come on, sit down if you don’t support us. Oh, the fight we had for abortion, what I said, come on, if you don’t want to support, just sit down. And they said, Lucie, we’ve never done that. And I said well maybe you could learn to do something to show that you’re supporting us. 
Bronwyn: I heard that when the abortion thing came to Parliament all the women voted as a block, is that true?
Lucie: C’est ca. I was the one standing up, everybody was, and that was great
Bronwyn: Across party lines

Lucie: C’est ca and that was really something that was nice because we had a non-partisan caucus and I was the leader of it and that was nice. I remember telling my colleague you know with the number that we are we won’t win, stand up or sit down. I was the first woman president of caucus; there had never been a woman president of caucus. 
Bronwyn: Really?

Lucie: I became president of the Quebec caucus. I was president of the women’s caucus but this was the other caucus so that was quite interesting  
Bronwyn: Did you run into any challenges in that role?

Lucie: You know, since there were so few of us, every time they were explaining something I would say, okay, maybe there is another aspect that we could look at? So much so that when I stand up again in the National Caucus, the boys said, what’s wrong Lucie? Have we made…and I laugh and I say….everybody knows, everywhere I go, I’m for women’s issues, I never give up on that one, and on social affairs, also I was a big fighter to have women drive trucks and vans. They could not. And also the RCMP there was no women in la ménage men only. That was another thing, come on I had to go and see the head, come on, we need to have women in la ménage. But the truck driver it was one of my big fights to have women truck drivers and van drivers. They said they are too small, I said how come on and also women become pilots, they would say, the technology and they are so skinny. I say, how come during the last war, I said it was the women flying at night from the United States or Canada everything that they needed for the fight? Because they need the men over there. And they were flying under the security zone, not to be caught; it was women who did that during the war? And I got it, they got it. But it was amazing, I went to Europe, I went to the ceremony in November? And I arrive and I said I want a special wreath for women who were soldier, who were ____ and things like that. They said, okay. So for all the women who died also during the war and so I told the minister every year because France said it was a great idea and they will say it is coming from them. And even here, every time there is a ceremony I go and I always put a wreath for women.
Bronwyn: It came up in the course of my interviews with a historian in Toronto, talking about the number of nurses who died in the First World War and there’s no knowledge or recognition of that. Many nurses…
Lucie: They were the one, you never hear from them. 

Bronwyn: No, it’s missing in history

Lucie: And they are so wonderful…and me I said, no, sorry we have to underline this and no I think it is very important. And I did all kinds of things; I have to think about it. But I mean I was not alone also. 
Bronwyn: How long were you in government? I guess you’re still in government, in the Senate.

Lucie: Yeah, but we are in the Opposition. And one of the reasons that Mr. Harper doesn’t like the Senate is because he cannot control us. His Ministers ask his authorization to give an interview, us, because when you are elected, I know how it is, taking position against what your Parliament is doing, next election, they can pull the plug on you and said okay, we’ll have somebody else, goodbye! But the Senators, he cannot tell me anything.
Bronwyn: The few Senators I’ve met are fairly strong will people so I would imagine that it’s difficult to tell them what to do. 

Lucie: But I have to admit that was ____ one time and the legislation and we were in the government and I could not accept, and I told my people, there is no way I can support that so one, I just walk out, the other one I abstain and the third time I stood up and I vote against it. I have to admit that some of my leaders were mad like hell for after two weeks and after that they got over it. And also when you discuss in committee, and we are non-partisan, like in the House. You work on a committee, even Marjory Lebreton, you cannot be more PC than Marjory, when you work on a committee there is no way you don’t have minority report. We all say what is the best? And my God, we had a very good report on health and things like that and everybody agree and we don’t have that partisanship. And that I think is good. Maybe at question period its 15 minutes but then everybody laugh, but its very rare that you will have people so for me I think we are doing good work but the only thing I think we don’t speak enough in the media because we don’t want to be in competition in the House. But I think we should have press conferences every time we do something and people will know. Our committee start Monday at 12 o’clock and go up to Friday, 1 o’clock, nobody knows that and you know we finish at 8 o’clock often at night, and we start 8 o’clock on Wednesday, 8 o’clock on Thursday in the morning. We just go on like this and 
Bronwyn: People don’t realize the work that goes into government…

Lucie: No, and the pressure. And for the report for me, I can do the best no pressure from the government, I can’t do it. If we were not having the government, it’s the first time I am in the Opposition. I told my friend, it’s amazing, you have to change the side of the Senate also, I said for the first month I was going on the wrong side and everybody was laughing. And also they change the caucus room also, I was going back always to the same one, and they’re saying Lucie, come here (laughs)
Bronwyn: Being in Opposition is a totally different way of being I would imagine…

Lucie: I think in Question Period. But when it’s time for the report, us we’re doing our committee report and that’s all. 

Bronwyn: In your extensive time in politics and in activism and work with women, what do you consider to be the most significant events that you were involved in?

Lucie: Entrenchment of women’s rights in the Constitution. Violence against women; because when Doris Anderson was President, we published a book, one woman out of ten were beaten at that time. Everybody laughed in the House of Commons.
Bronwyn: People laughed?

Lucie: They said, we are 285 how many of us, I made a press conference and I said you go back in your riding and find out, so they came a few weeks after apologizing. And I was in the House when they passed the legislation that you could not beat your neighbor you cannot beat your wife neither. And it reminded me of something; when I was child sometime we see the police, we know that when there was a big fight the police were going in the house of your neighbor but a lot of the time the police were just standing in front of the house, they could not go in, it was private, it was a fight between a husband and wife, they could not by law put a foot in the house. So they had to wait outside of the house. And that came back to me, only when we discussed that, okay, because that was the way.
Bronwyn: And you’re a kid and you don’t….

Lucie: Yeah, but when we start to discuss it, I said oh yes, gee whiz. I opened the first women’s shelter
Bronwyn: You opened the first women’s shelter

Lucie: In Quebec and one in Ontario and the book was published under – what is her name? – Doris [Anderson]. But after that I had the file and things like that, but she, also now I still visit the women’s shelter, that’s one thing I do in my district now. 

Bronwyn: And on the other side of the achievements what do you think, what have been your moments of frustration and not just against a world which is patriarchal but in your work with other women, have you experienced frustration or difficulty?
Lucie: How could I say? Sometimes it exists between the women, but I have to check when was my moment of frustrations, there have been some but I have to remember, because we work like crazy. It’s unbelievable, I was thinking of my children, my daughter, it was something
Bronwyn: You had two children?

Lucie: Two daughters.

Bronwyn: And you were also in politics at that time, was that a tough balance?
Lucie: I have to admit that one of the things that I’m telling women, always go and help women, fight with the party to have more women and I have to admit that this year we’re doing quite well, and it’s that, I tell them that if they have young children and by young I meant two, three years old, because of the distance, provincial level, they sit three days, five months a year and you’re in the province. Federal we sit ten months, five days a week, in Ottawa. Before that when I was there it was 12 months, it’s Brian Mulroney who changed it. Unbelievable and there were all kinds of things going on on the Hill. So I always tell them if you have young children, my daughters were teenagers at the time and a little bit older when I started at the Advisory Council and so when you have young kids and you say to your husband in Vancouver or Newfoundland, bye cherie, I see you Friday, you come on Friday and say, oh I have to go, there’s this ceremony and I have to attend and the same on Saturday, bye. And after that you bring the children to kiss and say, mama will see you next Friday and papa is there. So there’s many papa, after a while they’re fed up and say goodbye Charlie Brown. And when I became a member of Parliament in the early eighties, there were many young couples, even on the PC side, men and women and didn’t work, it was the first time there were many divorce and separation. It was not the rule before. So you see another generation coming. So I’m telling to those women, its because also, many member of Parliament, male, can bring their family in Ottawa and they go on weekends to see them but they are there five days a week. But when it comes to women she cannot bring her husband unless he is a fonctionnaire (bureaucrat), there is nothing for a husband. This is another…and I said this distance, the job, you cannot bring your husband, if you don’t have a split in the family, think about it. If you have teenagers and your husband is accepting and says okay, go ahead, don’t worry. But when you have young kids, it’s very, very difficult to do that. When I see Madame Palin in the United States…I’m dying to see her husband (laughs). No, I think…and so for me, I think that for women, and they have to pay for – not childcare centre – but aide at home, with someone who will come and look after them. I think that is a negative side for women, they have to wait for later. But, on Saturday, you walk here you see the papas with babies on their front. I say, oh my God, and it’s really great and even I would have my two son-in-law, they do the bath, they change the diapers, it’s unbelievable because at that time we had to take the baby, very nice clean with new pajamas, kissing the baby before they go to bed, that was the role of the papa. But now it’s quite different I think it’s great. So maybe there’s a change but still it’s the distance and five days a week, it’s not three days a week and five months. So provincial level, and municipal, so I tell to women, get involved at the municipal level, provincial when they’re a little bit older, no problem because its easy or close to home and Federal later. But we took a drop also we are only 21% and we went from the 34th country to the 50-something country…
Bronwyn: Behind Afghanistan

Lucie: You know, we’re really something…
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