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BB: 
This is delicious.  Did you make this?

GH: 
Yes, dear.  Yes.  These are called [Paris] waffles, so just help yourself, dear.  Okay.

BB: 
So, the first question I’d like to ask is when, and I don’t know if this even… if you can answer this, but we’ll put it out there, is when you became aware of, or how being a woman has affected your life, or if you remember a moment of becoming aware of gender difference or gender inequality in your own life?

GH: 
I was brought up in a family where there was no difference.  My father treated us as absolutely as equals, so there was no…  So, I felt sort of blessed from that perspective.

BB: 
Were you all sisters?

GH :
We were three sisters and we had, father would talk to us about the problems because we had a bakery business and he would tell us in the morning what he was facing at work and ask our advice, and it was a very natural, normal thing.  So, I was, we started work in a business and I always remember my first day at work was a Saturday morning, and the buses weren’t running so I, I finally, I kept saying, “Dad I want to start working.”  So, he took me over to the bakery and I remember he left me at the front door and he said, “GH, I may not see you, I won’t see you till tonight,” but he said, “And I don’t know what job they’re going to give you today, but I expect you no matter how hard the job or how long the hours, I expect you to keep up your end.  Goodbye.  See you tonight.”  And I was put in front of what seemed to me a mountain of cookies, the old fashioned Dad’s Cookies which were oatmeal and sort of rough texture, and I was by myself and I had to count 29 to a box.  Why 29?  I’ll never know, but that was what I was told.  And in those days, there were no coffee breaks and you had, I think, a half hour off for lunch, and I finished the job and I came home by bus and I came to my father and I showed him the ends of my fingers which were all almost bleeding because I wasn’t used to the roughness of the cookies.  But I said, “Dad, look at my fingers, but I kept up my end.”  And my father didn’t say anything, just acknowledge with a shake of his head because he expected me to do it and that’s, that’s helped me ‘cause I’ve had some very difficult jobs during my life that I have to do, but I’ve always remembered, you don’t look at the clock, you do the job.  And…

BB:
That’s a big lesson.

GH: 
You know a big one.  But that was the lesson at 13 which has helped me.  And then, as I said, to have that, the privilege of a sound family makes such a difference where there was love ‘cause that’s the cement of a family.  And I had parents who were great contributors to our community. They were very ordinary folk, but my mother, her way of contributing to the community was to, she had this lovely home, the oldest in Ottawa, and a maker of one of the most beautiful gardens, and any charitable organization for they asking could have the loan of the house and garden to raise money for their charity.  So, in Ottawa there’s a six-week period, the middle of May ‘till the end of June when people host garden parties, and I remember as children we’d come home from school and I can hear Mom saying, “All right, children.  Into your old clothes because after supper we’ve got to go out and weed because the Catholic Women League or the Jewish Women League or the Dietitians of Ottawa are coming for their annual garden party tomorrow and we’d all sort of groan and say, “Do we have to?”  And mother said, “Yes, you have to.  The garden has to be right for our guests.”  And I remember one year, my late husband for the fun of it counted approximately how many people came through that year.  Do you know how many come over?  Over 10,000, that’s… So, you know, and so that was my mother’s way of contributing, helping to contribute that, you know?  And, she taught us just by example and I think that’s what I’ve learned.  And my father, you know, we had a very famous woman mayor called Charlotte Witton and I happened to be home from university one day and she had a very strong voice that you could hear when she phoned and my father answered.  And she said, “Cecil, I have a report on my desk that says as a mayor of the City of Ottawa and”… [Phone ringing]  …and she said, “There are 4,000 homes in the capital city of Canada condemned by the city health officials as unfit for human habitation,” but she said, “I can’t enforce the bylaw and put these poor people out there in the cold weather.”  She said, “Do something.”  And my father said, “I’m a baker, not a builder.”  [Doorbell ringing]   She said, “At the end of The Second World War, you knew something about, you helped built homes for the returning veterans who were employees.”  And she said, “You know something about it.  Do something.”  And she put the phone down on my father. Well my dad took up the challenge, and this is back in the early ‘50s, and what a remarkable story.  I won’t go into it.  But, he found a way [around] the Section 16…  

BB: 
So, your father built houses.

GH : 
And so, you know, and that those, I mean everybody is in the low rental business, for senior citizen’s housing and low rental housing.  And there was none in the early ‘50s in Ottawa. And he just, he saw there was a need, so he said I’ll do something about it, and he went.  It was an amazing story.  He went to Central Housing and said give me two of your young bright architects and he sat down and said, “What is the cheapest and best way to build housing in Canada?”  They said row housing and brick, there’s very little upkeep.  Dad started with 58 row housing.  He ended up building 750 units.  He broke the back of the need in Ottawa. He, for 20 years, he served as the unpaid chairman of what was at that time called Ottawa Low Rent which is now part of City Living for Ottawa. He never took a penny for himself, but he, you know, he just, because he cared, and he fitted it so that at that it served at that time you couldn’t earn more than $5,000 and have at least 2 children under 16 years of age, so it fitted a real need.  And he had, like he had two simple rules that you paid your rent one month in advance and once during the year there would be an inspection of your house inside and out, and if the house was not properly kept up inside and out, your lease was automatically canceled.  You know, in that 20 years that my father had administered that, that no one defaulted?  I mean, it shows that, you know, he was…  So, I learned so much.  I mean and I think life is such a learning experience and the whole thing of God gave us two ears and one mouth, we were meant in our life’s journey to listen twice as much as we speak.  And so, when I had that example of parents like that and using our home, I mean, I often think that if a piece of a furniture that means the most to me in this house is our dining room table ‘cause Dad was a great believer that you could solve any problem in the world today if you broke bread together.  And, you know, with a good meal and then the business of conversation.  And my older sister, Jean Pigott who was a member of Parliament and then the head of the National Capital Commission, we used to have breakfast, oh, we still do.  Now, I do it with my other sister, Gay Cook.  If there was an interesting woman coming to Ottawa, I would invite her for a speaker for breakfast at about 7:30 or 7:15, and we’d give them a good breakfast.  It was important, served them something like smoked salmon omelets or something just a little bit different and a good cup of coffee.  Then the person would, I’d ask and introduce the person and they would speak briefly and then there was a, we would network between the women around the table.  I’d never have more than 10, 12 women.  So, you could have one conversation.

BB: 
More intimate that way

GH:
More intimate that way and you can’t, I mean it was early now there’s lots of different women’s networks, but it was a very simple one that Jean and I would do and we were both in there, ‘cause everybody and then we’ll be off by 9 ‘cause we all have to get to the office.  We are all working women.  But we would do it or sometimes I will just get a theme for our breakfast.  I remember once, actually, I turned it into a, at the end of the day, working day, a late afternoon tea or maybe it was a sherry party, I got, it was maybe around Valentines…  No, what was it?  Mother’s Day or something, I got every woman to come and they had to come with a story about their mother.  You can’t believe how touching was it.  I still get the women who came that day saying that it was, they remember it so vividly.  It was so, it was very quite emotional, there were tears, you just couldn’t help it because stories were so wonderful.  Just sharing, learning from each other and that business of, it doesn’t cost anything, you know.  It’s a business of sharing, learning from each other.  I think that’s, and women I think know how to do it, and it’s part of our growth, and not to be afraid of it, but…We’ve had dozens and dozens of them, you know.  And we’re still doing it.  We’re still doing it, you know?  And, I had quite recently the head of the Canadian Red Cross phoned and said, “Mrs. Hale, the head of the equivalent of the Red Cross in Afghanistan is called the Red Crescent Society is coming to Canada as our guest and then going on to the United Nations.”  And he said, “I’d very much like to if she could meet with a group of women informally and to share her experience of Afghanistan.”  “Oh,” I said, “I’d love to host this.”  So, again, she came.  I got a group of about 12, 14 women and it was a privilege.  She sat at the head of the table.  We had a good cup of tea and introduced everyone and then she shared very touching stories of what’s going on in Afghanistan and the hope there is that she’s…  She said, give us, you know, with 30 years of warfare, you don’t heal quickly, and she said give us time, and she gave us so many hopeful stories in her work.  And I’ve kept in touch with her.  I had a letter from her not very long ago.  She was so, she felt again the fellowship of the women and there was lots of questions and answers.  I was very concerned about her safety because I had known Benazir Bhutto, and when she was killed, I was so shaken by her death, but she said no.  She said the Red Crescent Society is apolitical in Afghanistan, whether it is or not she said I’m safe to go into the provinces with a team who knows, but…

BB: 
What a courageous woman.

GH : 
What a courageous woman and strong.  She had been a refugee for four years and then in ‘94, had gone back 1994 to rewrite the Constitution, help rewrite the Constitution.  So, I think of her often I pray for her, sent her a lovely little thank you gift. It’s funny, again, it was just two hours, a meeting of minds and hearts, you know.  So, it’s… That’s and I think that’s what a home can do, whether it’s one room or 10 rooms, it doesn’t matter.  It’s, you create an atmosphere where people feel they can share and listen.  And so, as I said, I’ve had that base all these years of this home although  I’ve traveled a great deal and I’ve been privileged to serve in the volunteer sector all my life, my goodness.

BB: 
You’ve been in the number of Boards…?

GH : 
Number, dozens, dozens of boards. I’ve been on lots of corporate boards too. But when you’re 70 year, you’re automatically out.  It’s sort of sad that I don’t know what they think that your mind stops or something but I think it’s the time and you can be the most effective, it’s sort of sad.  I mean for men and women, it’s not just women but maybe it’s…there’s a time and place for everything and I was able, I got off at seventy, I was on a big insurance board in Toronto, Conservative Gas Board but it’s changing so fast.  And I think maybe in my time I have such a good time on the board.  I learned so much from the men.  I really did ‘cause I was often the “token” woman you know.  I hated being that but I felt I had to say yes and just…and I learned so much and they were willing to teach me.  I remember when I was first asked to go on the board of Algonquin College this was back in the ‘70s and I knew I was invited [quote] as the token woman.  But I accepted ‘cause I knew I would help open the door to other women coming on and when I did leave the board six years later they were five women on the board.  So that was a bit of a challenge because I hadn’t been in the academic world since university and with the male front but…and I have to tell you a story I had just been on my first meeting.  I was meeting everybody for the first time.  At the end of the meeting, the Chairman of the Board said, GH can I see you for a minute?” and he said, “We’ve just heard from Queen’s Park in Toronto that all nursing schools in the province are now going to come under the local community colleges” and he said, “In Ottawa we have…there’s three nursing schools.  One up in Pembroke, there’s one at the Civic Hospital and there’s one at the General. And they are now going to come under Algonquin College here in Ottawa.”  He said, “We need to set up a task force to do it. As you are the only woman on the board you are now chair of the task force.” And I said “What?  I don’t know anything about nursing. That’s not my field.” He said “No, no, you have to do it.  Thank you very much.  Goodbye.”  I mean my first meeting. But you know, what do you do in front of a challenge like that?  And they set up everything that they…I had a certain day to appear as Chair and each of the nursing schools were allowed to five people to serve on the task force with me.  The head student, the head of the nurses, the head finance guy, you know there was five of them.  And I sat at that table, great big table, oval table in Algonquin College and you could cut the atmosphere with a knife.  No one wanted to be there especially there was a lovely nun who was the head of this nursing school at Pembroke.  It was a Catholic nursing school.  And I thought as I say she just the look she gave me, I thought, wow, you know, and you know what do you do then?  And I sat and I always say honesty is the best policy.  And I said, “Ladies and gentlemen I don’t know how I got here but I’m here by almost by law.” I said, “I’m a businesswoman and I don’t know anything about your field.  Will you help me?” I said, “I promise for the next six months” ‘cause we have six months to do within.  “I will takeoff work every Friday morning and I will sit in this chair and we’re going to make decisions from the ground up not from the top down.” And I said I need you.  Let’s do this together and I think, funny, it was like the air going out of a balloon.  You know when they realized that I did need help and it was…we needed to work together ‘cause I was sure that on a very emotional issue like what uniform are they going to wear the nurses and what pin out of three pins.  A very simple thing like that, it could be very emotional for the students you know.  All I can say is that we were the first college in Ontario to finish our assignment and one of the most moving things for me was that, that first class of graduating nurses from the combined three schools asked me to be their speaker at their graduation.  And…

BB:
A tremendous success…

GH :
…and so this…and you learn so much along life’s journey you know things like that that happened.  And I always remember when I was working full-time in our baking company Morris Lamote.  I had a call from the President of Weston Bakery one day from Toronto and he said “GH,” we had a bakery council at that time there were a lot of bakeries in Canada, “And we would like you to be our first woman president.”  “Oh!”  I said, “Thank you for the honor but I couldn’t possibly be…” they were all men and a very strong group of men bakers. And I said oh and at that point it was a such a shock to be asked, I gave all sorts of excuses of why I couldn’t.  My husband was disabled and I…he was my priority.  I had to look after him everyday before I go to work.  And but anyway.  He was paying the telephone bill on those days.  And so I said, “Give me 24  hours to think about it.”  So I came upstairs and said, “Dad, you’ll never guess, the head of Weston Bakeries in Canada has asked me to be the first woman president of Bakery Council of Canada.  You know I said why’d you think what should I do, Dad?” And you know what he said to me? He said, “GH, everybody must take their turn.”  Just like that.  And I was sort of shocked that was all he said to me.  So I realized yeah I guess yeah why not.  And so I phoned him the next day and remember that phone call I said okay I’ll take it.  And you know I had a good time doing it.  It was very challenging running those meetings.

BB:
Was it?  Or you did you find yeah.

GH :
It was challenging ‘cause they were very opinionated.  They came from all over Canada especially the Quebec bakers.  They were a world unto themselves but they were…you had to let…you listen to them you know and they had to get their opinion out on the table and I always find if people can say what’s in their hearts and minds and get it out, then usually at the end there’s a consensus.  And rarely I don’t have to take a vote because there’s that, you saw the right thing to do or the right course of action to take you know.  So it was a wonderful experience.  I remember when we had our annual meeting in Calgary and at the end of the meeting one of the Quebec bakers put up his hand and I thought, oh oh what’s going to happen now?  And he said, “Mrs. Hale, we had such a good time in Calgary we would like to come back for annual meeting next year here.” [Laughs]  I laughed, I thought, how wonderful you know.  So as I say the privilege of serving as a volunteer in ones community I think if we have a real responsibility to care to go the extra mile and that does mean you know getting up a little earlier or finishing the day a little later and especially when you have, you know, you have household responsibility.  I was taking care of my elderly parents and my husband was disabled.  So I had that.  I had to organize the house before I went to work ‘cause I was the breadwinner for my husband.  He couldn’t work but you do it, you know, but you know, BB, I always found that the importance of having time by yourself early in the day.  I found that worked for me.

BB:
Do you still do that?

GH:
I still do it.  I get up a little bit early.  I get at 6:00 you know I’m going to be 80 this year but I still find that it’s the discipline of getting up early before the phones start to ring.  Sometimes I get up early and I like to walk the dogs first and get that a bit of that exercise.  I might buy a cup of coffee and then I like to read the paper, the local paper but then it’s important to have at least a half an hour by yourself where I find this I have a little black book and I write down the things you have to do that day ‘cause there’s always things that you know you can check them off during the day.  And then I always have the time just to be peaceful and to think of something I can do for somebody else.  I always it’s a phone call a day to someone I wouldn’t normally phone and it’s a letter to write to someone that I might…just to put…I used postcards a lot ‘cause then people aren’t obliged to write you back. 

BB:
Right, right.

GH:
But I have a lovely set of postcards.  I’m always buying nice postcards…So a lovely flower or something that they could put up on their wall.  It is like filling up the gas tank each day because in our busy lives there are always crises.  You can’t help it.  It’s part of living that there’s a crisis along the road that day or an emergency just like I had one this morning, you know.  But when you’ve fill up the gas tank you have what it takes to survive that little or to think that what’s the right thing to do in that situation.  So it’s a discipline that you need to take.

BB:
Yeah absolutely.

GH:
And then at night you can look back on it and see the things that maybe you didn’t do that day and then carry them over to the next day.  

BB:
That that time for yourself, that introspection…

GH:
It just…It’s not a big thing as they doesn’t cost anything but it gives you a serenity in the day for what is ahead and I’m grateful that I’ve…that’s been a discipline in my life to do ‘cause life gets busier and fuller.  I mean how can it be at my vintage that my life has never been fuller, more fun, more challenging, you know.

BB:
And just for the record you’re 79 years old?

GH:
Yeah, I’ll be 80 this year.  You know it’s wonderful and then you know last night I was out in an event for a fundraiser for Help the Aged for Canada.  Tonight I’m going to for the Wabano Health Centre.  Another fundraiser at the Museum of Civilization and you know sometimes I’d rather be home but you know it’s…it would have been easier to just send a cheque but no to go.  I don’t stay that late.  Sometimes I didn’t stay for the full auction last night ‘cause I thought, no I’ll come home.  But that’s fine you’ve given your support.

BB:
Made an appearance.

GH:
Made an appearance and do what you can, you know.  So…

BB:
I’m thinking about your charity and your work and your volunteerism and you spoke last time about this school, is that right or…?

GH:
Oh yes! This is a wonderful story.  We heard about a boy going to our local community college, Algonquin College whose name was Edward, he was a Ugandan refugee, very badly tortured under Idi Amin, they did terrible things to his back.  So that’s why he went to a college where he get sit and take courses in Accounting. And one day he heard that his sister and brother-in-law had both died of AIDS in Uganda leaving him with five nephews and nieces and Edward didn’t have any money and in Uganda there are no school boards.  But so three times a year you have to pay school fees.  And though they’re not very much you know you don’t go to school.  So we heard…so three of us said to Edward, “Edward, we’ll pay the years until you get on your feet till you graduate and begin earning something, we’ll pay those fees.”  So we did.  Well, that little group of three of us enlarged to seven.  We took on other AIDS orphans in this school where these five kids went.  And we were able to get a charitable number and that has grown and we now have 50 AIDS orphans.  And we fundraise for the money for the school.  We send the money to a man called Joseph who I would trust for my life and whom I’ve met and he accounts for every penny that we send and he takes the money to the principal.  And then a couple of years, three years ago, we had a letter from one of those first five little children, his name was Peter and he had he wanted to thank us our little board, volunteer board that he had now graduated from high school, I think they go to about grade 11 and he had his got his certificate and he thanked us very much.  And then he said, is there any way you could help me to go to a trade school of which there are very few in Uganda?   And I remember it was a cold winter February night and sat in the basement of this church where we meet once a month and we thought how do we help a man like Peter go to trade school?  I said there must be a way that we could up a helping hand and then so we said if we can’t let’s build one, a simple one.  So we thought maybe we could get a…buy a shipping container and turn it into classrooms.  But we heard later that the municipal authorities wouldn’t allow us.  But we wrote Joseph and said “Joseph, our little board, we’d like to help Peter and others like him earn a trade.”  So he…and we made this and we don’t know how are we going to do it.  He happened within the next weeks to meet a Catholic priest who in his Order if he is given a gift he can’t keep it for himself he has to pass it on to someone else.  And he said to Joseph, “Joseph, if these people will fundraise and build a school I have just given seven acres of prime land three miles from the airport in Kampala.  I will go to a lawyer and change the ownership from me to them ‘cause it’s called Can Have Children Center and that’s official name of our organization. Which he did! So there you have this beautiful piece of this lovely sandy soil.  You don’t need to have basements since it’s right on Lake Victoria, beautiful big lake.  So okay, so we said Joseph we’re going to start to fundraise but you can’t go ahead and start building until you actually have the money because we don’t have the want of any debt.  So it’s very simple to build bricks in Uganda anyway.  Well, here we are.  All I can tell you is that over the past three years we have fundraised and I would go and speak to a women’s group.  I did it I went to Winchester, a town about 30 miles and here one Saturday morning and at the end of my speech, again my own personal story, the women gave a thousand dollars for the floor, for one of the classrooms and a lovely story, a school up in Greater Gatineau heard about us, a primary school children grade one to grade six heard about us.  Those children if you can believe it sold a thousand lollipops and the teachers baked 62 pies and they gave me a cheque for $2,000 for the water tank ‘cause we needed a water tank for the school, you know.  I mean this excites me because this is children learning philanthropy at a young age, putting a helping hand to children thousands of miles across the way.  It works, you know.  And again in another school out here for there and it’s a Catholic school and for during Lent they needed a Lenten project and the principal heard about us and again heard about the school and the need.  At that point it was to pay…because we figured it takes about $360 a year to pay school fees, uniform and their school supplies.  And the children heard about it and said they would like to adopt the child.  So during Lent with…they raised, they had Looney drives and baked chocolate chip cookies and they gave us and they raised enough money, $1200 that year for money not for one, not for two but for three children and they continue to do it.  So that excites me because I think that’s the way to learn philanthropy, you know, the giving and it’s your own heart and soul going into it.  So that…and as I say just to have school was that school, the school that we help build.  It is officially opened this past February.  It’s not…its going to…it started this month …it’s going…it was officially opened ‘cause the building was completely it’s five classrooms, build around a central court and then it came to furnishing them and, by the way the school is actually opening this month in October.  And I thought wouldn’t it be fun if there was to be five classrooms, three for the boys and two for the girls.  For the girls it was to be learning sewing crafts and for the boys it was to be animal husbandry and to learn how to farm, carpentry, and tailoring.  And I thought to myself wouldn’t it be fun if the first classroom we help furnish was for the girls, the young women.  So we need sewing machines.  So the electricity over there is a little iffy but they have these, the Singer sewing machines still make the old-fashioned treadle kinds that you use with your feet.

BB:
Yeah.

GH:
So we wrote to Joseph and said “Joseph, could you get a price of how much a sewing machine cost” and we figured we can in the classroom for the girls we could put 18. So he gave us back the price ‘cause they still make them in Africa.

BB:
Great.

GH:
And I went to a friend who is a very…quite a wealthy friend, very discreet in her giving and I told her about the project and I told her about the sewing machines.  I said it would be so lovely and I told her about the cost of one machine.  And I said we’ve 18 we need to fundraise for. She took out her cheque book and she said I would like to give the whole amount $8,000 she wrote. I expected her to give me one or two she gave me the cheque.  So we wired Joseph said go ahead put the order in the Singer sewing machine and he ordered them and oh I should have brought you, I have a picture of the 18 machines in the classroom.  You know so there there and they should start to…and just yesterday…so this is for the girls.  I had again, you know, my father used to say to me you never catch any fish you put your lines out and so I have another friend who I think you may know and told her about it.  And yesterday a cheque came for a dormitory that we want to use for the other second classroom ‘cause it’s so far for the girls to walk to come and go.  So we…this will help pay for the…that we can get bunks, three layers. I haven’t got the prices yet but this will start.  I mean it means that any of the girls are coming to take the sewing classes…

BB:
Can they stay..?

GH:
They can stay overnight you know and during the week.  So you know this was just yesterday this happened.  And you know I just I marvel at the…when you give people a chance to contribute, you know, they do and want to and it’s so rich and fulfilling and this we’ve got I’m a busy fundraising next month we’re going to have a major fundraiser for the school ‘cause we need them to furnish the boys classrooms with tools and…

BB:
It’s nonstop, isn’t it?

GH:
It’s nonstop.  So we’re going on a woman who…actually she went for the opening last February 2nd, had never been to Africa was so taken by what we were doing.  She came back and she’s made a beautiful quilt, beautiful quilt which would normally cost about $1800 to sell, donated it to us.  So we have spent the past weekend selling that raffle tickets for this quilt.  So it’s $2 a ticket or three for five and you know you have to get legally.  You have to do it through get a permit and every way.  And you can’t send that money out of the country.  So what we’re doing is taking that money and using it for the fundraiser that we’re going to do next month.  And that the money from the fundraiser will go to the help.  So but as I say, I went out two weekends or three weekends ago ‘cause I’ve been away for two weeks selling them and people you know they’re happy to give a couple of Loonies you now.

BB:
Yeah, yeah.  

GH:
And again we give pass on the information ‘cause most people never heard of Can Have Children Center and again it’s sowing the seeds, you know, and I like that ‘cause when I often think of being a baker’s daughter with a little bit of yeast can do to make a beautiful loaf of bread.  You know I love that analogy and that’s our little group we’re just seven of us you know.  But, you know, it’s little scary ‘cause we had to rent the hall and yesterday I spend working on trying to get best price for the food, you know, and trying to get a donation.  I haven’t heard back from…I’m trying to get a good price for the silver and the tablecloths and everything that we need.  That we gone through the house and got things for the Silent Auction, you know you do things you do.  But you know, why not?

BB:
Absolutely.

GH:
And putting out a helping hand across the sea we now have a board.  We felt be sure that we do things legally for a volunteer board over there to be sure we’re doing things right.

BB:
Right.

GH:
But sometime this month we needed to get help to get teachers.  Oh yes there’s another story I have to tell.  I have a friend of mine called.  It was a wonderful dress designer called Patty Mann.  She lives in Pakenham when some years ago she won the most top as the top Canadian dress designer in Canada.  And last January I happened to be…yes I think I phoned her ‘cause she’s a good friend and we’re kin folk, we’re related and her brother’s married to my niece.  And I said, “You sound sort of discouraged Patty” and she said “I have my accountant said  I have to take a good inventory of all my materials that I used” and she said that “I’m alone and it’s so discouraging and it’s a long day.”  And she said “I know some of these materials I will never use for my customers but I still have to account for them for my accountant.”  And she said, “I wish I could find a home for some of them” and oh really?  I said, “I know somewhere Patty where they could go.”  But she said you can only have them she said if you had come out right today and get it ‘cause I don’t want them take part of my inventory.  So I said okay it takes 40 minutes to drive out there and it was a cold January day. I got one of my Ugandan friends to come and help me.  We drove out and they were all in bolts and it was lovely material, really quite lovely that she bought in New York and stuff but she’d had it around for too many years anyway.  And I thought perfect for the sewing room for the girls.  They could have this beautiful material but the only thing was there was some material that was a lot of wool and the climate is such that they don’t wear… I said, “Patty what are you going to do with all these wool bolts?” “Well,” she said, “These a lot of them I don’t want anymore.”  I said, “Well would you like a home for them?”  And she said “Yes, but again you’d have to take them away today.”  “Okay”, so I said so we got garbage bags.  I got them in orange so the black ones wouldn’t be thrown in case you would throw them.  So we put all the material, took them off the bolts put them in, loaded up the back of my car and Caroline this lovely Ugandan friend drove back and put them in her car ‘cause she can store them in her garage till and people would take them going to the opening of the school on February 2nd is past year.

BB:
Right.

GH:
And then I said do we have to go back and pick up the woolen things ‘cause…and again we went back and loaded up the car with these beautiful bolts they were again in the garbage bags and I thought my sister Gay Cook this voluntary work for a community center called Deborah Dines which cares for a lot of Somali women, it’s a the center for learning English…

BB:
Settlement…?

GH:
Yeah and my sister Gay there she knows that I know they had a sewing classes and I phoned her.

BB:
And you here need wool 

GH:
Yeah, here, so I phoned the Executive Director and she said “Yes we could use them” she said “‘cause we have sewing classes.”

BB:
Wonderful.

GH:
I said, “Okay will you’ll be around? I’ll go right around and pick them up.” And when I took a second drive out to Pakenham loaded up the car, drove back, she was there and she had a van that the Rotary Club had given.  We loaded up her truck with this beautiful…She said they’ll make wonderful winter coats for the women with this lovely stuff. I was almost envious of the beautiful material.

BB:
Yeah.

GH:
And so she was delighted.  She phoned me a week ago and she said “GH, would you need any spools of thread for your school the classes in Uganda for the girl, young girls.  I said oh I’m sure they will because they’ve got the machines.  They got the material.  I said they need school of thread.  She said we can just give them a gift of hundreds of spools of thread and then more than we need for our sewing class.   Or I said I think they were all in box, 10 to a box.  So I went up, we got them and so when there was four from our volunteers for a little Can Have Children Centre who had never been to Africa who went for the opening in February.  And we loaded up their pockets with these spools of thread ‘cause there was no room.  We got…big canvas bags or sky bags to put the material in.  So…

BB:
To take that.

GH:
Yeah and it’s there and maybe this month they’ll start to use that. And I haven’t heard the details and we got the teachers for the girls.  But we have the machines there, the materials and we hope to have the bunks up for the girls as they need it.  You know isn’t it wonderful?

BB:
It’s wonderful.

GH:
So this is so practical, I love it, it is just so hands on. But you use every spare minute of your time that’s what makes my days so full.  But you know…

BB:
In your list of, you’ve done so much in your life and you’re coming on your 80.  What do you count among of your greatest achievements or greatest successes?

GH:
Oh I don’t look for achievements.  I just like to do the job that needs to be done.  But a wonderful chapter in my life is being President of Beechwood Cemetery.  I had a call one day this was 18 years ago from a doctor who was on the board of the cemetery who said there’s something unusual going on with the board and I’m very uneasy about it.  He had approached my sister Jean first, the first phone call.  And at that time she was Head of the National Capital Commission and could not…because they had to do with land at the cemetery she said “David, I can’t help you because it would be a conflict of interest, she said phone my sister GH.”  So I got a telephone call and this wonderful elderly doctor said “GH, would you help me?  Something is wrong and I need help and I need some…I need to go outside of the existing board.”  I said, “Of course I’ll help you David.”  Little did I know that that would open a chapter in my life.  We took on a very unscrupulous gentleman had manipulated the shares of the cemetery.  It’d been one of Canada’s oldest cemeteries 1873 when some farsighted men put aside a 160 acres for the burial needs of Canadians for centuries to come, and it was over question of 60 acres that had not been used for burial purposes and this fellow had manipulated the shares so he could get the shares for himself and build and…

BB:
Develop.

GH :
…develop.  So unbelievable, anyway so this doctor, myself and another gentleman took on to fight this guy and I thought it would be a year and a half, two years at the most.  Seven long years later, seven, we finally won in court.  There wasn’t a week I wasn’t in a lawyer’s office or in court fighting this guy ‘cause he had the means, it’s not as if he needed the money, he was a very wealthy gentleman.  And it’s amazing story someday someone will write the story, I won’t go intothe details.  But we were able to regain control in the cemeteries.  We took out all the chairs back and put them into foundations so no one could ever do with this guy and try to do…and it has since become a heritage cemetery.  We are just on the way hopefully to make it Canada’s National Cemetery for the country and three years ago General Hillier came to me and said “Mrs. Hale”, and oh by the way it became Canada’s National Military Cemetery.

BB:
Right.

GH:
Wonderful cemetery with a former Governor General Adrienne Clarkson and they are now 2,500 soldiers buried there including about 16 from Afghanistan.  Beautiful cemetery.  Oh it’s to see and we have put in front every soldier’s grave either fresh plant, flowering plant or some greenery.  It’s just beautiful and he said to me that General Hillier said we need a place that we bury our soldier.  We need a place to be together for the service, for the service to be, to meet afterwards, you know for refreshment.  We didn’t have a place at our cemetery for them and we just have a small place only held 60.  So we realized there was a demand, a need not just for the military but for Canadians to have a place like that.  So again we were a board of seven, no we are five, five volunteer directors.  And we decided we will take on that responsibility.  And it was a little scary.  I thought ‘cause we knew would be a $6 million building and we’re volunteers and to fundraise to get the money but long way yet to go.  But the wonderful thing is the building is built.  It’s built enough and it’s functioning.

BB:
Amazing

GH :
And it’s so beautiful.  It’s a building unique in the world where any world religion can worship, Muslim, Hindu.  We built in but nine sides, nine sided that was closest we could get to a circle which was just too expensive to build.  So there’s a Muslim service.  They can turn their service towards Mecca.  If it’s a Hindu service we can take off the very comfortable folding chairs because we don’t have pews and they can just use the carpets.

BB:
Yeah.

GH:
It’s all wood and rock.  In the middle we have a 14 ton rock to show the sense of eternity.  Its rock because we’re built on the Cambrian Shield and so it’s a rock that we dug up when digging graves and it’s there parked right in the middle of this great room is seats between 300 and 400 people.  And I was very touched recently.  I went to the funeral service of that Canadian soldier killed in Afghanistan that tragic one where he fell down a well? Very sad.  I didn’t know the soldier or his family but I just wanted to go and pay my respects.  And the father came up to me, I guess I don’t know he knew who I was but he said to me “Mrs. Hale” he said “the peace and beauty of this beautiful we call it the sacred place”, he said “it has helped me mourn my son”.  And gosh those simple words in that sentence I thought that’s right.  We’ve done the right thing.  

BB:
Okay.

GH:
So this is been.  It’s taken…I can’t tell you the hours, the mileage I’ve spent going from my home to Beechwood Cemetery day after day after day ‘cause these things don’t just happen.  They take a lot of blood, sweat and tears.  You know and I remember and I had to sign the bank loan and it said on the bottom of it, you know, that you are responsible to repay this loan and I thought do I really at 79, you know, why do I want to take on this responsibility but I thought no you’ve got to do the right thing.  And this is the right thing for Canada.  And you’ve got a team and you’ve got well to do it together.  It’s scary but you have to take that risk and just keep your eye on the ball and so I’m very grateful.  We’ve done it.   We’ve done it, we’ve done it. We’re just in a campaign that General Romeo Dallaire is heading up our campaign for enhancements to the building ‘cause it’s up and running but we just need lovely paintings on…and again I got a friend who’s…she’s given me…she’s donating two beautiful old paintings and I’m just getting them evaluated.  You know and some…it makes us such a rich life and it’s interesting and it’s fun, it’s challenging.  You know why?  I hold my breath everyday I get up you know.  

BB:
That’s an adventure

GH:
It’s an adventure but this one I’m doing this for Canada.  This beautiful, beautiful cemetery and it’s going to be one of the sites of Ottawa when, it’s going to be a place of pilgrimage for Canadians   

BB:
Yes.

GH:
…like Arlington is for Americans so you go to Washington that’s one of the things you do is go and pay your respect at Arlington and I think it’s going to be the same and one little story on the corner of our property ‘cause we got a 160 acres.  It’s a little tiny piece of wet land.  We haven’t touched it yet ‘cause it’s way, way down the far end of the cemetery.  And the grade five Geography teacher from a neighboring school happened to see it and he said this wouldn’t it be lovely if my children, his young class, they run from age nine to 12 could learn about what is involved in that little piece of wet land, it’s about a quarter of an acre.  And he got permission to come over and he taught the children how to catalogue what they saw.  Those kids have catalogued and they get actually some professional help because we in Ottawa we’re very privileged to have wonderful museums and some of the curators they got…some of their staff to teach the children how you professionally catalogue birds, bees, insects, you know bulrushes and things that would be in a little piece of wet land.  And the lovely PS to the story is that they have catalogued almost a thousand flowers and everything and little tiny animals and insects and the American Express had had a worldwide competition on environmental projects that children have had done.

BB:
Okay.

GH:
And the recipients were going to be flown to Stockholm, Sweden to receive it.  These children from this school won second prize.  The five of them were flown over to Sweden last year and I think it was $20,000 that they won and they have built an outdoor classroom on this little acres.  It’s just enclose just to prevent the snow ‘cause they do this year round.

BB:
Oh my gosh

GH:
The rain and the snow because it’s just a roof, open.  So they can…you know isn’t it wonderful?

BB:
That’s wonderful.

GH:
Wonderful, these kids in what that they do and you just see the way they learned to catalogue

BB:
Oh amazing.

GH:
And almost a thousand things.  I just…I don’t know I just hope we can continue to help them but I’m sure we will.  You know and they had a little contest what to call this little bit of marshland and Canada’s first horticulturalist was called McCoon so it’s called the McCoon Marsh and they’ve got a little plaque up…

BB:
And I’m sure like generation after generation of kids will use it

GH:
Oh wonderful.  So isn’t that a lovely chapter for the young ones and I just…and he’s still doing it his class every year.  It’s a new class coming to do it.  

BB:
Good teacher.

GH:
That good teacher and I just salute him.

BB:
The last I only have about five minutes

GH:
Oh yes.

BB:
But one last thing I just get you to comment on and you’ve touched on this through our conversation but what advice do you have for young women or young people in general?

GH:
To follow your dreams, you know, don’t be afraid.  I’ve had dreams and some of them take a long time it happened but don’t ever lose sight of that.  And you have to do be willing to take risks, calculated risks do it you know.  And reach out to your friends and family.  Don’t…you can’t get to the top of the mountain yourself, you know.  You need that community of that fellowship of family and friends but they’ll help.  But don’t ever lose sight of the dream and I’ve had so many dreams come true and sharing your dreams is another one.  Don’t ever keep them for yourself.  And then count your blessings and I think I have had a faith has been very much part of my life.  I believe in a Guy upstairs when you ask for help.  He’ll help you over the hurdles.

BB:
Yeah.

GH:
‘Cause we have them and sometimes it’s hard to get up alone but I’ve had that help and I’ve never been afraid to ask for it has always been there when I needed it. So I count my blessings.  It’s what I do everyday.  So that’s me.

BB:
That’s a beautiful note to end on 

GH:
Okay..

